





CH 
id 


Vou. 11.] 


a — 


a 


For the Ch 


THE CO 


GUIDE fo 1 
sion, and p 
URGY. 


THE 


THERE isn 
rvice of the ¢ 
ngregation b 

which brea' 

gion, as the Lit 
hited requests 
ation; and i 
ply conside 

d with unde 
utly in the he 
The word L 
Md by the Rubri 
rvice, signifie: 
ion. It was u 

the ancients 
home ;—impor 
ication made 
f adverse fo 
titer, of our 

rd Litany, a 
pplication, 2 
od 1s more a 
poked. The 
ms of David 
alm, are of th 
iso are the 
Daniel, conta 

of his Proph 
Vou. If. No. 





THE 


CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 





. 
=— 





—_— 


Vou. II.] 





DECEMBER, 1822. 


[No. 12, 











For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


THE COMMENTATOR : 
OR 


A cuipe to the clear comprehen- 
sion, and pious use of the Lir- 
URGY. 


No. X. 
THE LITANY. 


TuEReE is no part of the public 
ice of the Church, in which the 
ngregation bear so large a share, 
twhich breaths so ardent a devo- 
Zion, asthe Litany. It contains the 
ited requests of the whole congre- 
jon; and its import should be 
ply considered, that it may be 
ed with understanding, and felt de- 
utly in the heart. 

The word Litany, as it is explain- 
iby the Rubric which precedes the 
vice, signifies a general supplica- 
ion. it was used in a similar sense 
y the ancients, both of Greece and 

me ;—importing, an earnest sup- 
ication made to the Gods, in time 

adverse fortune. A judicious 
iter, of our Church, defines the 
rd Litany, as denoting a public 
pplication, whereby the mercy of 
fod is more ardently and solemnly 
moked. The penitential supplica- 

ms of David, recorded in the li. 

alm, are of the mattire of a Litany, 

iso are the earnest intercessions 

Daniel, contained in the ix. chap- 
et of his Prophecies ;—from both of 
Vou. Uf. No. XL 45 
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which, passages have been transcri- 
bed into our Litany. But a still 
more striking instance of a public 
and solemn Litany was appointed 
by God himself, for the Jewish na- 
tion, in atime of general calamity ; 
the burthen of which was, “ Spare 
thy people, O Lord.” (Joel ii. 17.) 
And still more striking and solemn 
was that Litany of our Saviour, 
which he thrice repeated “ with 
strong crying and tears.” Luke xxii. 
44, and Heb. v. 7. 

Compositions of this nature have 
been used in the Christian Church, 
from the earliest ages. Tertullian 
speaks of such forms of prayer, which 
had been in use before his time. St, 
Ambrose has left us the form of a 
Litany, which commonly bears his 
name, and which agrees in many 
things with ours. About the close oj 
the fourth century, Litanies began tu 
be used in processions, the people 
walking barefoot, and repeating them 
with great devotion. In the year 
600, Gregory the great revised all 
the ancient forms, and out of them 
compiled the famous seven-fold Lit- 
any which became a model to all the 
western Churches. ‘To this Litany 
ours bears a much nearer resemblance 
than it does to that of the Romish 
Church; the latter containing invo- 
cations of the Saints, which our re- 
formers have justly expunged.— 
The processions, being an innova- 
tion upon the early practice of the 
Church, and having been the cause 
of mach scandal, were prohibited ; 
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but the supplications, which were of 
primitive appointment, have been 
continued to the present day. 

The Litany is directed to be used 
on Sundays, Wednesdays, and Fri- 
days.— Wednesdays and Fridays 
were established as days of Fasting 
by the primitive Church; which 
thought it not fit to shew less devo- 
tion than the Pharisees, who fasted 
twice a week, and which selected 
these particular days because the Sav- 
iour was betrayed on the one, and cru- 
cified on the other. And the Litany 
is repeated on Sunday, partly because 
there is then the greatest assembly to 
join in its earnest supplications, and 
partly that no day may seem to have 
a more solemn service than the 
Lord’s day. 

Antiently the Morning Prayer, 
the Litany, and the Communion Ot!- 
fice, were three distinct services ; 
which were used at different hours. 
In the time of King Edward, and 
Queen Elizabeth, the Litany was 
used as a preparatory to the Com- 
munion service, a Psalm or Hymna 
only, intervening between them. 
The present arrangement was estab- 
lished at the last review of the Eng- 
lish Prayer Book, in the year 1661. 

The Litany, as it stands in our 
service, is the same as that in the 
English Book, with the exception of 
some slight verbal amendments, and 
an alteration and abridgement of the 
intercessions for these in civil au- 
thority. It differs but very litile 
from the Litany of the Lutheran 
Churches of Germany and Den- 
mark, but varies considerably from 
that of any other Church; being 
mere full than the Litany of the 
Greek Church, and shorter than that 
of the Romish, one half of which is 
occupied with the invocation of 
saints. 

The most of our Prayers are offer- 
ed up solely by the minister, the peo- 
ple only saying Amen, at the close 
of each: But the Litany is the joint 
supplication of the whole Congrega- 


The Commentator. 































[Dac. § 22. 
tion, and every member is to take ap dant i 
audible part in it. The greater por. Bing in 
tion indeed, is to be repeated by ihe This t 
Minister singly, but the people utter actly 
a response, to every sentence.— This ff have b 
way of diversifying our devotions jg ressio 
admirably calculated to keep alive on s 
our attention, and to prevent fatigue, things 
In long Prayers, and where we have i we ha 
nothing to do but listen, our thoughts devote: 
are extremely apt to wander, unless were hi 
we are very careful and devout ; but we hat 
here our minds are so actively enga- Ml abide h 
ged by the part we have to perform, Boke h 
that any want of attention would be him to | 
wholly inexcusable. able si 
The Litany may be divided into Bis th 
these four parts: 1. The Invoca thought 
tion. 2. The Deprecations. 3. TheBigons. ; 
Intercessions. 4. The Supplications. sons, t 
1. THE INVOCATION. with hui 
. the feeli 
The Litany begins with a solemifiypison 


and humble address, and a ferventfier with 



























petition to the ever blessed Trinity. Jp the 
We first address each person in thefthe Sor 
Godhead cistinctly, and then all oifyorld ; 
them jointly; acknowledging ow imself 

sinfulness and misery, and imploringfiy tg Ge 
the divine mercy and pardon. Firs iy and 
we invoke the Father, as the sourceiiute the | 
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of Deity, and fountain of mercy.Bidress, 












































We prostrate ourselves at his footfinerely 
stool, and implore his grace ; saying& God th 
“QO God, the Father of Heavenfiprfect) y 
have merey upon us miserable sini ripture 
ners.”—We call upon him under thiesseg ¢ 
appellation, because he created thiihouch 
heaven as well as the earth, and befinn. « to 
cause heaven is his throne, whilé his Ey 


the earth is his footstool. In_ hear: 
en he manifests the peculiar glories 
of his nature; and though the angel 
and spirits of just men made perfed 
rejoice in his presence, yet they vel 
their faces when they approach his 
throne, because of his excellent gle 
ry. But though he dwells in ligt 
inaccessible, and full of glory, his 
goodness is not confined to the ¢ 
lestial mansions, for his tender mein are a 
cies are over all his works, andl Ppa y 
has revealed himself to us, as abu! on, is no 
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dant in goodness and truth, pardon- 
ing iniquity, transgression, and sin. 
This manifestation of himself is ex- 
actly suited to our condition. We 
have been constantly prone to trans- 
gression. In all things we have 
come short of our duty, and in many 
things we have offended altogether. 
We have wandered from God, and 
devoted ourselves to the world ; and 
were ne to be extreme to mark what 


we have done amiss, we could not’ 


abide his justice. We therefore in- 
voke his compassion, and beseech 
him to “ have mercy upon us, miser- 
able sinners.” Whenever we do 
this, then, let us devote a passing 
ihought to our numerous transgres- 
sons, and their multiplied aggrava- 
tions, that we may be penetrated 
with humility and contrition, and that 


ihe feelings of our hearts may be in 
awison with the words which we ut- 


ter with our lips 

In the next place, we invoke “ God 
he Son,” as- “ Redeemer of the 
world ;” who lsved us, and gave 
mself for us, and hath redeemed 
sto God by his blood. ‘The divin- 
ty and atonement of Christ consti- 
ute the entire foundation of this ad- 
dress. We invoke the Redeemer not 
rerely as the Son of God, but as 
‘God the Son ;” and this language is 
perfectly consonant with that of 
Scripture. St. Paul calls him “ God 
lessed forever,” and tells us that he 
‘thought it no robbery,” or usurpe- 
ion, “ to be equal withGod.” And, 

his Epistle to the Hebrews, he in- 
roduces the Father as saying to him, 
‘Thy throne, O God, is forever and 
ver; the sceptre of righteousness is 
he sceptre of thy kingdom :”— 
‘And again, when he bringeth in 
he first begotten into the world, he 
aith, And let all the Angels of God 
orship him.” Not only the divine 
lame, therefore, but the divine na- 
re, and divine honours and wor- 
hip are ascribed to him. 
That we have sinned against the 


On, is no less certuin than that we 
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have sinned against the Father. We 
have neglected the tenders of salva- 
tion which he has made to us. We 
have crucified him afresh, by doing 
things which he has expressly for- 
bidden; and have put him to an 
open shame, by being ourselves asha- 
med to stand up for his cause, to de- 
fend his church, and to maintain the 
truth as it is contained in his gospel. 
We have made light of his holy Or- 
dinances, slighted his Word, neglect- 
ed his Sacraments, been unmindful 
of his example, and unthankful for 
his sufferings and death. Let us 
humble ourselves then, when we ap- 
proach his footstool; and let us call 
upon him in the devout and anima- 
ted language of our Church, “O 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
have mercy upon us miserable sin- 
ners.” 

Next, we are directed to address 
the third person in the Godhead, 
with the saine view, avd from the 
same motive, that led us to invoke 
the Father and the Son. ‘ O God 
the Holy Ghost, yproenetiony from the 
I’ather and the Son, have mercy up- 
on us miserable sinners.’ 

The Scriptures not only appro- 
priate to the Holy Ghost the name of 
God, but they ascribe to him all the 
distinguishing attributes of divinity. 
They direct us to bless, and to bap- 
tize, in his name, and they inform us, 
in express terms, that “ There are 
three that bear record in heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost ;’”’ and that “these three are 
one.” And though we address him 
as “ proceeding from the Father and 
the Son,” yet still, by virtue ot bis 
divine nature, as well as office, he 
acts with full and supreme authority ; 
dividing, and distributing to every 
man his blessed gifts and graces, sev- 
erally AS u® WILL. (1 Cor. xii. 11.) 
—Thus “ proceeding from the Fa- 
ther and the Son,” according to the 
economy of the Gospel Covenant, 
and to accomplish the purposes of 
divine grace, it is his prerogative to 


we, 
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awaken the couscience, to sanctify 
the heart, to give a right and spiritu- 
al direction to our understanding, 
and to co-operate with our moral 
powers, which sin has paralized, in 
perfecting the great work of our sal- 
vation. But how often have we 
sinned against the Holy Ghost, and 
grieved the blessed Spirit, by quench- 
ing his heavenly monitions, by resist- 
ing his calls, by neglecting his gifts, 
by contemning his graces, and by 
slighting those Ordinances which 
have been appointed as the means 
by which he may convert us from 
sin, sanctify and renew our natures, 
and confirm us in the way of our du- 
ty. Let us entreat him, then, to 
pardon what is past, and not with- 
draw his presence from us; and let 
us prostrate ourselves before him, 
and beseech him to “ have mercy up- 
on us, miserable sinners.” 

But in order to express our impor- 
tunity more strongly, we not only 
invoke separately the three persons 
in the Godhead, but in concluding 
the invocation, we address them 
jointly. “QO holy, blessed, and glo- 
rious Trinity, three persons and one 
God, have mercy upen us miserable 
sinners.” 

This form of address is agreeable 
to the ancient practice of the primi- 
tive Church; which after the sol- 
emn Invocation of each person in 
the Godhead, united them all togeth- 
er, in one and the same request for 
mercy- Every sin which we com- 
mit against any one person in the 
Trinity, is committed against the 
rest: the merey and pardon which 
we implore, must from the 
whole; andthe misery from which 
we seek to be relieved, must be the 
grace, not of any singie person, but 
must flow from the joint and undivi- 
ded concurrence of the whole Trini- 
ty. 

We have a divine command 
call upon God for mercy, in time of 
trouble. Cail upon nie in the day 
of trouble, and I will deliver thee,” 


(Ps.}. 15.) And the precept of St 


come 
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James is, “Is any afflicted, let him 
pray,” (v.13.) David begins his 
great penetential Psalm with a sup. 
plication for mercy ; “ Have mercy 
upon me, Q God.” Mercy is the 
great remedy for misery. We need 
it both because we are miserable, 
and because we are sinners ; and al} 


the Litanies extant, as well as ow f 


own, have begun with the supplica. 


tion, “ Lord have , mercy upon us, 


miserable sinners.’ 

The design of the people’s repeat. 
ing the whole verses after the Minis. 
ter is, that every one may first im. 
plore to be heard in his own words; 
which when they have obtained, they 

may leave it to the Priest to set “forth 
all their necessities to Almighty 
God, they themselves declaring their 
assent to every petition as he deli. 
ers it. 

After having thus reflected o 
the importance of this solemn Invo 
cation, it remains that we further 
consider what are our views of our 
ownselves, and what are our feeling 
when we offer its reiterated petition 
for mercy. 

Do we really feel ourselves tok 
miserable sinners? And has o# 
prayer for mercy proceeded fron 
unfeigned lips ? To know thew 
things, is of much greater impo 
ance than many persons seem tol 
aware of. If sincerity and upright 
ness of heart are necessary in 0b 
dealings with men, much more mvs 
they be requisite in our imtercou 
with God. His eye penetrates t 
inmost recesses of the heart. Ii 
sees through every disguise. Al 
things are naked and open to 4 
view ; and he has solemnly engage 
to reward every man according! 
his works. Let us not mock his 
then, by using these solemn wor 
without meaning. Let us bewar 
how we dissemble with him, or # 
the part of the Byyneine before 0 
who searcheth the heart and trie 
the reins. Let us humble ourselvé 
under a deep sense of our misery @ 
our guilt, and with sincerity, ™ 
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contrition, and with the most anxious 


| olicitude, implore him to “ have 


mercy upon us miserable sinners.” 

On the other hand, if we have 
come into his presence witha due 
sense of our unworthiness, with our 
hearts in unison with our words, and 
have felt the spirit while we adopted 
the sentiment of the poor publican, 
«God be merciful to me a sinner :” 
ifwe have had those views of our- 
selves as transgressors against God, 
which have taught us to walk humbly 
with him, and to build all our hopes 
of pardon on the stability of that 
covenant, which is ordered in all 
things and sure; then we have rea- 
son to believe that our petitions will 
be heard ; that we have an interest 
inthe divine mercy ; that our sins 
will be blotted out, and that our ini- 
quities will be forgiven. If this be 
our case, we may go on our way re- 
joicing—praising God from day to 
day for the blessings of redemption, 
the dispensations of his grace, and 
the treasures of his mercy, till we are 
conducted in safety to his everlasting 
kingdom. 

But it we have never yet served 
God with our heart; and feel no 
anxiety, no painful apprehensions 
with regard to the event, it is high 
time that we should be roused from 
our stupid indifference. Let us re- 
flect on the awful situation of those 
who die in their sins. Having wast- 
ed their time and abused their ta- 
lents; having neglected or despised 
the means of grace, and filled up the 
measure of their inguities, they 
abide under the displeasure of the 
Almighty, and there is nothing re- 
vealed to them in the world to come, 
hut indignation and wrath, tribula- 
tion and anguish. But, who can 
bear the thought of never-ending mi- 
sery ? Who can dwell with everlast- 
ing burnings ? To say that we in- 
lend to awake, and take the matter 


| into consideration, will not be suffi- 
}cient. We have, perhaps, been in- 


tending this for vears past, ‘“ Now 


is the accepted time ; now is the day 
of salvation.” “To day if ye will 
hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts.’ Let us all acknowledge 
our guilt, and lament it before God. 
And may this be the language of our 
hearts, as well as our mouths, “ O 
holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, 
three persons and one Ged, have 
mercy upon us, miserable sinners.” 


C. 


REASONABLENESS OF THE CHURCK 
SERVICE. 


To the Editors of the Churchman’s Magazine 


I have been so much pleased with the 
following observations, shewing that 
the offices of the church are conforma- 
ble to decency and reason, that | have 
thought them worth transcribing for the 
Churehman’s Magazine. If you agree 
with me, I request that you will do me 
the favour to give them a place in your 
useful miscellany. 

Yours, &c. B. 


“ We have a communion service, 
leading, oar devotions in that most 
sacred rite, with the same sublimity 
and simplicity of language, the same 
animation and reasonableness, the 
same spirit and understanding in 
point of matter, which pervade the 
liturgy. We have an office of bap- 
tism ; another for confirmation ; an- 
other for the visitation of the sick : 
another for expressing the gratitude 
of persons recovered from childbirth ; 
another for conferring orders on 
persons who undertake the ministry ; 
another for the solemn ceremony of 
marriage ; and another for burying 
the dead. The reasonableness o/ 
such offices is so dbvious, as to require 
no comment: and ifany person wil! 
take the trouble to peruse them, he 
will find, that, in language and mat- 
ter, they are all as excellent compo- 
positions, as have ever proceeded 
from the ordinary inspirations of the 
spirit. 
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“ When we contrast the majesty 
of God with our own littleness, and 
his purity with our offences, we can- 
not but acknowledge that we ought 
to appreach him with awe, and with 
the dread of saying any thing that 
may be rash, indecent, or irreverent. 
For this purpose, a liturgy or form of 
prayer is best calculated. ‘The in- 
spired apostles, indeed, and early dis- 
ciples, had less occasion than we 
have, for forms, (although, in the 
Lord’s prayer, they had one which 
was perfect, and which was given as 
a model for their future devotions, ) 
since their prayers were dictated to 
them by a more enlarged measure of 
the spirit of God. But as soon as 
Christianity had settled itself, this 
extraordinary assistance, which had 
been given to strengthen it against 
the first opposition which it met with, 
being no longer necessary, was 
withdrawn ; and Christians are now 
endowed only with those common 
influences, which prompt, aid, and 
strengthen their own exertions and 
co-operations. 

““{n the present situation of the 
world, then, forms have the advan- 
tage over extemporaneous prayer. 
They are equally dictated by the 
Spirit; because the Spirit may influ- 
ence those who compose them in 
their studies, as well’as another in 
the moment of offering unpremedita- 
ted petitions. <A liturgy informs us, 
before we repair to the house of God, 
what prayers are to be offered in our 
name. We have a previous oppor- 
tunity of studying them ; and of eith- 
er approving their excellence, or (if 
we dislike them) of resolving to ab- 
sent ourselves from the place where 
they are read. And while the min- 
ister is reading, our attention is not 
divided; we have nothing to think 
of but our devotion. How differently 
situated is a congregation listening to 
extemporaneous prayer, wherein he 
who is their — and mouth, may 
shock his fellow- -worshippors, while 
they are lifted on the wings of adora- 


tion, by vulgar expressions, or igng, 
rant, unlawful, trifling supplications, 
and while communing with the Aj} 
mighty in their name, make then 
advance opinions different from thoy 
they hold; as well as prefer peti. 
tions foreign to their wishes or prip. 
ciples. 

“ Whatever beauty and propriety 
the original composers of a liturgy 
have given it, continues with it on alj 
occasions. All who join in it are 
sure, that neither incapacity nor ia. 
dolence, nor lukewarmness, nor oe. 
casional elevation or depression of 
spirits; neither political bias, no 
malignant passions, nor want of or 
thodoxy, nor excess of enthusiasm in 
their minister, can communicate 
themselves to the supplications which 
are offered in their name and in their 
behalf; as may obviously be done 
wherever there is no form of prayer, 
Now if liturgies in general be thu 
preferable to extemporaneous pray. 
ers, the devotional service of the 
church is the best of al! liturgies 
For sublimity, simplicity and propr 
ety of language ; for raising the 
humble, cheering and comforting the 
afflicted ; for farnishing expressions 
to sentiments of divine affections, 
supplication, praise and thanksgiv 
ing; for reasonableness in its pro 
gress from exhortation to confession; 
from confession to an offer of abse 
lmion to sincere penitents ; from 
thence to prayers for divine assist 
ance; mingled with praise, thanks 
giving the reading of God’s word,ani 
solemn professions of faith ; for pro 
viding petitions for all the exigencis 
of men in general, and even for the 
various temporal wants of individw 
als ; for propriety in conducting 
public worship, by short prayers, 
responses, aud other innocent means, 
which stimulate attention, and pre 
vent devotion from growing weary; 
the liturgy of the Church stands ut 
rivalled amongst human compos: 
tion.”—-J. Grant’s Sum. reasont- 
blencss of the Established Church. 
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For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


REMARKS ON ACTS XXIV. 16. 


« And herein do I exercise myself, 


to have always a conscience void of 


offence, towards God and towards 
men.” 


I have always supposed that more 
is implied in this assertion of the 
apostle, than it is generally thought 
to contain. Few, I apprehend, 
would infer from a hasty reading, 
that it comprehended any thing more 
than the determination of St. Paul to 
keep a conscience clear of wilful of- 
face, without implying the duty of 
correcting the conscience itself. Yet 
itmay easily be made to appear, 
and this is one object of the present 
essay, that the faculty which we de- 
nominate conscience, is so far from 
being an infallible guide of itself, that 
it is one of the most pliant things in 
the world, and can be moulded into 
any form, to suit the interests or pre- 
jadices of its possessor. 

It is no easy matter te give a clear 
and unobjectionable definition of 
onscience. Whether the moral 
sense is innate or acquired, is a ques- 
tion of little importance but to the 
teacher of metaphysics. It is suffi- 
cent that we have the power to 
judge of the moral quality of our ac- 
tions; that there is something with- 
in, which inspires us with compla- 
ency when we do good, and re- 
proaches us when we do evil—to 
which something, we give the name 
of conscience. ‘This ready percep- 
tion of the good or evil quality of our 


actions, is inherent in the bosom of 


every individual, and is placed there 
for purposes the most important. 
The Almighty, determining not to 
leave himself without witness, has 
established conscience as his repre- 
sentative in the human bosom 3; from 
whence, as from a throne of judg- 
ent, remorse and anguish are dis- 
ensed to evil doers, and complacen- 


cy and approbation to them that do 
well. So universally is this princi- 
ple diffused, that even the Gentiles, 
who, in the Apostles’? days were 
without a written revelation, shewed 
the work of the law written in thei: 
hearts ; their conscience also bearing 
them witness, and their thoughts, 
the meanwhile, accusing or else ex- 
cusing one another, 

It might scein to contradict the 
foregoing definition of conscience to 
affirm, that after all it is but a falla- 
cious guide—otten acquitting where 
it ongot to condemn, and sometimes 
condemning where it ought to ac- 
quit: that like a judge encompassed 
by human infirmities, it is liable to 
dispense unrighteous judgment, eith- 
er through a deficiency of know- 
ledge, or a perversion of its moral 
powers. 

That an wninstructed conscience 
is liable to lead its possessor astray, 
mi ig be gathered from the history of 

- Paul himself, while he lived in 
th e habits of that straitest sect in 
which he had been educated. He 
made it the ground of bis defence be- 
fore the high council of the Jews. 
that “ he had lived in all good con- 
science before God, until that day.” 
—And yet, Paul, at one period, 
“ thought within ‘himself, that he 
ought to do many things contrary to 
the name of Jesus of Nazareth.” He 
was actuated by a conscience, sincere 
no doubt, but misguided. His zeal 
outstripped his knowledge ; and 
hence, till he was taught the way of 
God more perfectly, he persecuted 
the Christians above measure, and 
went on filling the prisons with the 
early confessors of the faith. In al! 
this, he was no hypocrite: he sup- 
posed he was actuated by a laudable 
zeal 5 and he only put in practice 
the sentiments in which he had been 
educated. 

Our Saviour bore a like testimony 
to the sincerity os the first enemies 
of the disciples. “ The time cometh 
that whosoever killeth vou, will 
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think that he doeth God service. 
And these things will they do unto 
you, because they have not known 
the Father, nor me.” Now, it is 
natural to ask, how far these men 
were guilty, since they thought they 
were acting for the glory of God ? 
Our Saviour seems to cast the bur- 
then of blame on their ignorance ; 
and so far as this was voluntary, it 
undoubtedly constituted their crime. 
We will suppose they were consci- 
entious in what they did: we will 
consent to believe that they thought 
they were magnifying the glory of 
God, when they shed the blood of 
his martyrs: still, if they had surren- 
dered themselves to the dominion of 
their prejudices, and of their unwar- 
rantable hatred of the new religion ; 
if they proceeded to exterminate be- 
tore they had examined, their stnceri- 
fy ought not to save them; for it 
was as much their duty to lay their 
passions aside and inquire for the 
truth, as to follow it when discover- 
ed. 

If this inference is true, it will help 
us to place a just estimate on the 
value of sincerity in religion, We 
hear it asserted, in terms we think 
too comprehensive, that sincerity is 
every thing ; and that it is of little 
consequence what a man believes, 
»rovided he has a full persuasion of 
its truth. Dangerous maxim ; and 
tulse as it is pernicious ; which makes 
the decisions of a weak and prejudi- 
ced, or an uninstructed conscience, 
of paramount authority with the 
Oracles of God! Ye whokilled the 
Prophets, and stoned them who were 
sent unto thee: ye who crucified the 
l.ord of glory, and thought ye were 
doing God service, by exterminating 
his preachers with fireand sword, we 
doubt not the sincerity of your zeal— 
ve stand acquitted by this unholy 
maxim, for “ I wot that through ig- 
norance ye did it.’ Ye Voltaires, 
Paines, Gibbons, and Humes, who 
have poisoned the world with your 
iffidel principles, ye also were sin- 
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cere; and that single virtue has re. 
deemed you from the sin of tram 
ling under foot the Soa of God. 
Equally “ void of offence” are al 
the heretics and schismatics, that ey. 
er tore in pieces the Church of G 
or filled it with false doctrine and ¢@. 
ror, provided they can prove they. 
selves sincere in their errors. 

No: moral worth is measured } 
amore certain rule than this. Up 
less _we would admit the sweeping 























































conclusion drawn in the precedigg” Ah 
paragraph—a conclusion which aM,” ks 
nihilates the very existence of truths = 
and places the worst of mankind m “ 
a footing with the dest, provided they - “dy 
are alike sincere, we must coniey . 
that men are accountable for th ie a 
manner in which they have involve, 2 
themselves in error. If Hume a oY 3 
knowledged he pad never read thie’ took 
New Testament through with atter F ehicl 
tion, a confession he is said to hay ngland 
made, here was a voluntary ign te sal 
rance, the more deeply criminal, | fits 
cause he was about to undermine } os 
his sophistry, that foundation oe - 
which rested the hope of millions p , le: 
While writing down the events dy), ;, 
history, he was doubtless careful WB ied ¢ 
acquaint himself with the facts he refi... 
corded ; but when Divine Revel... 
tion, Jesus Christ, and his miracleq,. you) 
were his theme, then it seems them i+ on 
was no need of enquiry—his co oosing. 
science was void of offence, becautfh er a 
he was sincere in his unbelief. ombined 
Conscience then is no better thal, hris 
a blind guide, till it is itself instructe msibly di 
in the way of truth and duty. Sitfiou.” ¢ 
cerity without knowledge, when to ¢ 
knowledge ,is attainable, is scarcelfi,, — < 
deserving the name of a virtue; aMBician y 
unenlightened zeal is as likely ) custom 
burn men’s bodies for the good (Bens a se 
their souls, as to labour for their cot ght to | 
version by the urts of reasoning @MBangard j 
soft persuasion. posed to 
I am here tempted to notice a pla oq, 
which is often urged, and is suppos® But cor 
to be so sacred and conclusive, 43 Hom ov poy 


bar all feture demonstration and ¢ : 
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wary Ph ing, would afford materials for a 
Ok ery curious history ; nor would the 
wre, pposite nature of their testimonies 
dation ¢ 


ethe least amusing particular. 

But let me not be mistaken.— 
hile ignorance and prejudice are 
titled to commiseration, the rights 
fconscience, properly so called, are 
otto be violated on any account ; 
or would I impose the least con- 
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ws thet aint on the liberty of judging and 
—its COMMhoosing. Still, it is a fair question, 
r a ‘Whether a wider range of knowledge, 
; ie . * 


ombined with a greater portion of 
e christian liberality, would not 
nsibly diminish the number of scru- 
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duty. Situlous consciences, without any 
ge, whetierm to the general interests of re- 
is scarcel tion. Some sacrifices are due to 
irtue ; aM@ristian unity —something to univer- 
3 likely «1 leustom; and before conscience 
the good "Bects a separate standard of faith, it 
r their c ‘Beht to be well assured that the 
soning @™@andard it deserts is unlawful, and 
posed to the truth of God’s Holy 
tice a pla org. 
is suppos® But conscience is liable to error, 


USIVE, aS hom os perversion of its moral pow- 
on and ¢ ah 


yainst =my  conscience”-—when 
perhaps it is nothing but the man’s 
ignorance or his prejudice that stands 
inthe way. Itis deplorable to think 
of the numerous schisms that have 
rent the Church of God, under cov- 
er of the sacrea rights of conscience. 
Sometimes this capricious faculty 
bas been sorely scandalized at the 


dea of bowing at the name of Jesus. 
hen, again, the offering of infants 
n baptism has given it a deep and 
thastly wound. A Bishop’s robes 
id mitre have smitten it with sore 
jismay ; and then, again, it has fled 
precipitately from the Church, at the 
ight of a gown and surplice. ‘The 
periences of those tender conscien- 
*s which overthrew the Church of 
ngland, and murdered a righteous 

























































ers. In my remarks under the for- 
mer head, 1 supposed, that beneath 
a cloud of ignorance and prejudice, 
there were some faint gleams of de- 
sire to Bnd out the truth, and a wish 
to be taught the way of God more 
perfectly. In speaking of a pervert- 
ed conscience, we are forced to dis- 
miss the idea of sincerity—we assume 
a case, in which men, “ loving dark- 
ness rather than light because their 
deeds are evil,” are gradually “ giv- 
en over to a reprebate mind,” and 
cease, in many cases, to discern be- 
tween truth and error, between vice 
and virtue. We have in view a con- 
science, in part divested of its moral 
sensibility , and in the worst stages 
of its perversion, aptly described by 
the Apostle, as “a conscience sear- 
ed with a hot iron”? Of a con- 
science so perverted, we also affirm, 
that it gradually loses the power of 
just discrimination on points of reli- 
gious duty, and that its decisions are 
consequently no criterion of truth. 
An unbiassed conscience is nice 
in its distinctions, and prompt in 
choosing the right, and rejecting the 
wrong. When its tenderness has 
been violated by an unlawful aci, or 
by embracing an unsound opinion, it 
reproves, it admonishes, it complains 
of the violation. If its reproaches 
are silenced, a less degree of com- 
punction is experienced at the next 
offence. Something of moral sensi- 
bility has been lost. A breach, 
though perhaps a small one, having 
been thus made in the wall of parti- 
tion between right and wrong, new 
offences enter with less obstruction, 
each leaving the passage wider than 
before. Conscience retires ; remorse 
slumbers; and presently, judgement, 
deserted by these its best supporters, 
descends from its throne, and goes 
over to the side of the enemy. Now 
it is that the intellectual powers be- 
come clouded in their exercise, and 
are no longer competent to judge 
righteously. Men naturally wish to 
vindicate what they practise kabitn- 
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ally; the errors of the heart make 
way for the errors of the head; and 
men are usually infidels in practice, 
before they are infidels in speculation. 
Descending step by step in the scale 
of unrighteousness, they finally ar- 
rive at that point, where they begin 
to “ put darkness for light, and light 
for darkness—to call evil good, and 
good evil. The moral perception 
loses its spirit and acuteness; the 
conscience, in Scripture language, 
becomes seared and defiled; sin is 
not only practised, but justified; and 
the whole moral man at length lies 
dead in trespasses and sins. 

Aithough it is happy for mankind 
that few are permitted to-descend so 
low into the depths of depravity, as 
to have their understandings com- 
pletely blinded to moral distinctions, 
yet there is the fullest evidence that 
the constant efiect of habitual sin is, 
to vitiate the moral sense, and per- 
vert the judgment. ‘The annals of 
slave-dealing afford an illustration in 
point. Before he was seduced by 
the hope of sudden riches, the honest 
merchant could utter as deep execra- 
tions as any, against the criminal 
traffic. But when the golden oppor- 
tunity was placed within his grasp, 
he began to seek apologies for the 
practice—he thought it might be less 
criminal than he at first supposed- $9" 
he invented arguments to support, ér 
at least to palliate it—he ceased to 


think and jadge with candour— 
he embarked in the traflic; and 
finding it profitable, was quick- 


ly satisfied of its justice also. 

Here then is an instance of a thou- 
sand, to show the pliability of con- 
science, and how easily it may be 
cast into any shape, when it has_be- 
come vitiated and depraved. ‘The 
moral sense, however, may be viti- 
ated in other ways, than by leading 
a bad life. Sometimes the evil be- 
gins, by indulging in bold specula- 
tions on religious truth, even while 
no essential injury is done to the 
morals. objects to 
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one point as unreasonable ; to anoth.& conscie 
er, as too mystical to be believed ; ff yoid o 
a third, as more strict than seems cop. carefull 
sonant with our state of infirmity — and in | 
Having persuaded himself that som nothing 


liberties may be taken with thi God or 
Scriptures, he is undecided at wha 
point to stop ; but goes on relaxing 
liberalizing, pruning, and explaining 
away ; believing less and less the 
farther he goes, till the authority ¢ 
the Sacred Writings crumbles 4 
nothing in hishands. It is not wo 


derful that conscience should sjeqi#OUGH 
all this while. The faculty its EXA 
has been vitiated at every step ; a 
discerns with less and less accuracy SOME 
the more it is corrupted. In thg@pects in 
much in 


case, it is to no purpose to say th 
the person is sincere; that he| 
learned, and possessed of compete 
talents for investigation ; for if hj 
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conscience has received a biass, it @vork, an 
no longer a safe guide. The les ed Savio 
ed, the wise, the _— of thigmeplorab 
world, are more liable to be jqmame, Is 
astray under the influence of a pe he langu 
verted moral sé nse, than the illite ection. 
ate, buthonest disciple, who has qiust still 
single eye to the truth. must be ¢ 
It is nothing, then, to be acquitt inquishe 
before the tribunal of an ionorant uflerings 
a perverted conscience. To be | hat shor 
instructed in the great points of | ubject oj 
ligious duty, when we have the y sthe sur 
lege Gf studying the 10, is to be giggle Source 
ty 3 aud of course, ail wrong op ness. | 
10ns founded on that voluntary | ine stan 
norance, involve a proportionate qs centre 
gree of guilt. Still deeper is ¢ p exhibit 
crime, when we have wilfully ¢ le Chur 
rupted the principle of conscier iffused t 
itself, till it has ceased to dispe! Ifa m 
righteous judgment. Under eitig®isgress 
of these circumstances, sincerit) f God, 
no virtue. Weare accountable | eaning 
the voluntary ignorance which ig@pP°cessior 
betrayed us into error; and we ag” will fi 
accountable for the perversion@"ed? | 


our moral faculties, whether il this eng 
brought on by Vicious conduct, OY NO pr 
mischievous speculations on the 4 phistry ( 
ful truths of Christianity. Tie es up: 
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1822.j On the Atonement and Example of Jesus Christ. 


conscience only can be pronounced 
yoid of offence, which has been 
carefully preserved from corruption ; 
and in this state of integrity, discerns 
nothing in our behaviour, towards 
God or man, to censure or condemn. 


W. 


ee 
From the Christian Observer. 


fHOUGHTS ON THE ATONEMENT AND 
EXAMPLE OF JESUS CHRIST. 


Some of the most interesting sub- 
ects in religion, have suffered so 


much in the hands of the weak and 


ignorant, that in treating of them, it 
equires no little caution to obviate 


pheir mistakes. ‘The person, the 


ork, and the example of our bless- 
hd Saviour, are of this number. The 
leplorable prostitution of his sacred 


fame, is sometimes ready to check 


he language of sober and honest af- 


Rection. The Scriptures, however, 


must still be our standard. ‘Truth 
must be guarded indeed, but not re- 
inquished nor obscured. The 
uflerings of Christ, and the glory 
hat should follow,” are the grand 
ubject of revelation. Jesus Christ 
sthe sun of the spiritual world— 
e source of light, and life, and ho- 
ness. Every part of religious doc- 
ine stands connected with him as 
scentre : and in proportion as he 
pexhibited as the glorious head of 
be Church, will life, and vigour, be 
iffused to its members. 

Ifa man feels himself to be a 
ansgressor of the commandments 
i God, and enters into the full 
eaning and consequences of the 
neession, the most interesting ques- 
on will be, How am 1 to be par- 
med? He thatis once traly awake 
this enquiry, can be diverted from 
by no pressure of employments, no 
phistry of error, ‘Lhe disputes of 
ines upon abstract and metaphvs- 








ical niceties, are to him insipid; for 
heaven and eternity are at stake. Of 
a mind thus exercised, the anxieties 
and apprehensions are frequently 
painful, and sometimes prolonged ; 
yet, if the Scriptures be carefully 
studied, prayer assidiously cultiva- 
ted, andthe ordinary means of in- 
struction conscientiously improved, 
will they yield at length to accurate 
conceptions of the method of re- 
demption. He who thus diligently 
uses the light he has received, and 
earnestly implores further discove- 
ries, will, by degrees, find his knowl- 
edge of the Scriptures enlarged and 
confirmed, until he can rely with ho- 
ly satisfaction on the atonement of 
the son of God. Such a text as 
this, “ Who his ownself bare our 
sins in his own body on the tree, that 
we being dead to sin should live un- 
to righteousness,” is balm to his 
wounded conscience. The view of 
an incarnate God, dying to redeem 
him, is life and consolation to his 
mind. It loosens the bonds of sin. 
It is peace, and pardon, and deliver- 
ance. Itawakens a sacred sorrow 
for his past delinquences, and produ- 
ces a benign and holy humility, not 
far removed from tranquility and 
joy. Sucha view may well allay 
his fears, and lighten his disquietude. 
It may well excite an ardent and 
overflowing principle of love. It 
may well enable the Christian to oy- 
ercome the world, and even to count, 
with St. Paul, all things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus his Lord. 

With such a view, therefore, where 
it is deep and abiding, will always be 
connected that total renunciation of 
sin and supreme devotedness to God, 
of which it is the origin and support. 
Why does God pardon my sins, but 
that, being released from their bond- 
age, | may serve him with new and 
universal obedience? ‘ How can 
they who are dead to sin, live any 
longer therein ?” Hesitation, here, 
is suspicions and wnnpardonable : 
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and if the doctrines of our holy re- 
ligion are doctrines of grace, they are 
also doctrines according to godliness. 
If there be any true godliness in the 
world, it arises from their influence. 

‘The honest Christian has, indeed, 
no interest in ambiguity. It forms 
his delight to follow the example, 
and transcribe the character of his 
master. His complaints and sor- 
rows spring from his deficiency in 
this respect. He would be entirely 
holy. He desires to glorify God in 
body, soul, and spirit. He aims at 
treading in the steps, imbibing the 
spirit, and adorning the Gospel of 
his God and Saviour; and whenever 
he falls short of this, he falls short of 
his principal object, and applies 
humbly for fresh forgiveness and 
fresh supplies of erace. ‘There isno 
sin whatsoever which he does not de- 
sire to be subdued, no duty which he 
does not desire to perform. ‘Lhe 
yertect holiness of his Lord is per- 
petually in his view, and be never 
rests till he is assimilated in every 
point to his divine pattern. This is 
the calling, che business, the indis- 
pensable duty of the Christian. 

This imitation of his Saviour, es- 
pecially in the spirit and temper of 
his mind, is repugnant indeed to his 
corrupt nature ; but it is on that very 
account to be more assiduously pur- 
sued. Accuracy ip doctrines may be 
consistent with much warmth and 
acrimony. Jit isthe humble, meek, 
benignant, tender character, who 
gives the best evidence of a right 
frame of heart. It isto be feared 
that we are iv general too culpable 


in this respect—too little careful of 


putting on as the elect of God, ho- 
ly and beloved, bowels of mercies, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meek- 
ness, long-suffering.” But let us 
contemplate the Son of God as 
“¢meek and lowly of heart,” as 
“bearing the contradiction of sin- 
ners against himself,” as breathing 
in every action, not the angry con- 
tentious spirit of modern polemics, 





but love, peace, gentleness, kindaes § mand 
long-suffering and grace ; “ whey he Turni 
was reviled, reviling not again, whe, hearte 
he suffered threatning not; but com.§ plying 
mitting himself to him that judgethff et:— 
righteously ;” and let us labour 
acquire in these respects, the ming 


which was also in Christ Jesus. . > 
“But | 
—— or 
To the Editors of the Churchman’s Magazi:, at * 
ON THE TREATMENT OF ANIMAL Se de 
e dow 
I was glad to see the remarks , to belie 
MisErAcorpiA in your last Numbey oe we 
onthe cruel treatment of animal @uelty 
The misery they suffer at our hang elects ) 
is incalculable. Walking out a qq 22m 
days ago, | observed a man endemic’ ° 
ouring to back a heavy load up ; te 
ascent ; a task, to which the streng ened t 
of his oxen was unequal; and ¢e It do 
ting vexed at their not doing wi apology 
they were clearly unable to do, | animals 
turned the butt end of a heavy whi flection. 
and struck one of the poor wretel reflect. 
a blow on the nose, which wo the min 
have levelled a man in an_ insta : be 
My blood boiled with indignation him set 
the brutality of the treatment; } and enfa 
there was no remedy. the brut 
Not long since, observing a spelt 


beating his horse ina most inhum 
manner, t ventured to go and ex) 
tulate with him. For the Space 
at least four or five minutes, I | 
observed him trom my windd 
holding the poor animal short by ae 
bridle, and with the large end 0 





heavy waggon whip, laying on s Sed - 
inhuman strokes, iw 

on ‘Tow 

‘- as mercy weeps, the lodgi 
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‘To see inflicted on a beast.” §Canterbu 


The water was streaming from by ames: 
eyes of the poor, uncomplain d to ble 
wretch, and his head was cove tution) 
with knobs. So far was I from@™4, “ S 
king the man ashamed of his cr nad bles 
ty. that I got nothing for my pé ted up | 
but # torrent of abuse, and a towing b 
"ith grie 
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mand to “go about my business.” 
Turning with disgust from this hard- 
hearted monster, I could not help ap- 
plying to him those lines of the po- 
d:— 





How would you be, 

“If He, who is the top of judgement, 
should 

“But judge you as you are? Oh! think 
on that, &c.” 

Iam conscious, Mr. Editor, that 
this is a humble theme; but what a 
yractical comment does it apord on 
the doctrine of depravity! Are we 
to believe that God coins a man at 
first with this infernal disposition for 
cruelty ; or that itis one of the sad 
effects of the tall? Or shall we 
maintain in the face both of experi- 
ence and revelation, that man is not 
depraved, and of his own nature in- 
clined to evil ? 

It does not seem to be a sufficient 
apology for the cruel treatment of 
animals, that it is done without re- 
fection. Itis the duty of man to 
reflect. Let the father impress on 
the mind of his son at an early age, 
io “ be merciful to his beast.” Let 
him setan example of tenderness, 
and enforce it by his authority, an d 
the brute creation will be relieved 


Sitom a greater amount of suflering 


than can readily be conceived. 
HOWARD. 


THE EARL OF STRAFFORD. 


On Wednesday, May 12th, 1641, 
the Earl was brought to the scaffold 
on ‘Tower-hill ; as he passed near 


Canterbury, (whom he had desired 
by amessage to be at the window, 
d to bless him as he went to exe- 
tution) he looked up, and bowing, 
aid, “* My Lord, your prayers and 
your blessing.” The Archbishop 
lifted up his hands for the sign of be- 


Bstowing both, but was so overcome 


with grief, that he fell back in a 





the lodgings of the Archbishop of 
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swoon. ‘The Earl bowed again and 
said, Farewell, my Lord ; God pro- 
tect your innocency. Many of the 
Spectators observed, that he walk- 
ed more like a general at the head o! 
an army, than a condemned man. 
The lieutenant desired him to take 
coach, for fear the people should 
rush upon him and tear him to pie- 
ces. ‘* No,” said he, “ master licu- 
tenant, I dare look death in the face, 
and Thope the people too; if that 
may give them better content, it is 
all one to me.” Upon the scafiold, 
attended by the Are hbishop of Ar- 
magh, the Earl of Cleveland, bis 
brother, Sir George Wentworth, and 
his own chaplain, he delivered the 
following speech with a very compo- 
sed and courageous air : 


“My Lord Primate of Freland, 
and my Lords, and the rest of these 
noblegentlemen. It isa great com- 
fort to me to have your Lordships by 
me this day, because I have been 
known to you a Jong time, and J 
now desire to be heard a few words. 

* T come here, my Lords, to pay 
my last debt to sin, which is death : 
and through the mercies of God, to 
rise again to eternal glory. 

“ My Lords, it Imay use a few 
words, I shall take it as a great cour- 
tesy from you: I comehere to sub- 
mit to the judgment that is passed 
against me: I doit with a very qui- 
et and contented mind. Ido freely 
forgive all the world ; a forgiveness 
not from the teeth outward (as they 
say,) but from my heart. I speak in 
the presence of Almighty God, be- 
fore whom I stand, that there is not 
a displeasing thought that riseth in 
me against any man. I thank God, 
I say truly, my conscience bears me 
witness, that in all the honour I had 
to serve his majesty, I had not any 
intention in my heart, but what did 
aim at the joint and individual pros- 
perity of the king and his people, 
although it be my “ill. hap to be mis- 
construed: Tam not the first man 


ae te 


i 


a 





; 
. ] 
1 a ' i H 
. . ber’ ‘ . ee I yay 
; ° Laity & Oe { dice st 
. { ‘, *Y l, . ‘ 
aS SO far aoe Vel tp 


a happy. is 


i (sod to forgive them. 


pee ate 


4 jue 





ry) 


that hath suffered in this kind: it is 
a common portion that betals men in 
his life, righteous judgment shall be 
hereafter ; but we are subject to er- 
rer, and misjudging one another. 
Jne thing I desire to be heard 
and do hope, uit for Christian 
i ‘ hob believed : ! 
ainst parlia- 
that tb did atways think par- 
ts mm songiand to be the Ih: Ippy 


S Saliv 


uents, 
amen 
onstitution of the kingdom and na- 
ion, and the best means, under God, 
king aunt | his people 
for my death, I do here 
the worl: l, and beseech 
in particular, 
{am very giad his Majesty conceives 
ne Not meriting so severe and heavy 
as the utmost execu- 
ion of atence ; I do infinitely 
‘joice in it, and in that mercy of his, 
to return him 
that he may find mercy 
when he hath most need of it. I wish 
this kingdom all prosperity and hap- 
piness in the world; I did it living, 
ind now dying, it is my wish. 

“| profess heartily my apprehen- 
sion, and do humbly recommend it 
to you, and wish that every man 
would lay his hand on his heart, and 
consider seriously, whether the be- 
sinning of the people’s happiness 

be written im 

[ fear they are in a wrong 
[desire Almighty that 
) one drop of my biood rise up in 
ist them. T have but 
‘sand that is for my 
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ment aga 
word more 
ligion. 
‘My Lord of Armagh, I do pro- 
Ss myself seriously, faithfully, and 
truly, tobe an obedient son of the 
Church of England; in that Church 
f was born and bred; in that reli- 
cion I have lived, and now in that I 
die ; prosperity and happiness be 
ever to it. 

‘‘It hath been said I was inclined 
to popery ; if that be an objection 
worth the answering, let me say tru- 
tv from my heart, that since 1 was 
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letters of 





twenty-one years of age unto this 
day, going on forty-nine years, | 
never had thought or doubt of the 
truth of this religion, nor had eve, 
any the boldness to suggest to me the 
contrary, to my best remembrance, 
“ And so being reconciled to the 
inercies of Jesus “Cc hrist my Saviour, 
into whose bosom I hope shortly to 
be Le theres d, toe njoy eternal happi. 
ness, which shall never have an end, 
I desire heartily to be forgiven gj 
every man, if any rash or unadvised 
words or deeds have passed from 
me; and desire all your prayers: 
and so, my Lord, farewell ; and 
farewe rT all things in this world. 
“The Lord strengthen my faith, 
and give me confidence and assv. 
rance in the merits of Christ Jesus: 
i trust in God, we shall all meet to 
live eternally in heaven, and receive 
the accomplishments of all happi: 
ness, where every tear shall be wiped 
from our eyes, and sad thoughts from 
our hearts ; and so God bless this 
kingdom, and Jesus have mercy on 


my soul.” 


After this speech, he prayed ou 
of the common prayer-book, laid bj 
his chaplain before him ; and then 
used some private devotions, concle 
ding with the Lord’s Prayer ; then 
taking his leave his brother, he 
said,—** Brother, we must part: re 
member me to my sister, and to my 
wife ; and carry my blessing to my 
eldest son, and charge him from me 
that he fear God, and continue an 
obedient son of the Church of En- 
gland, and that he approve himself 4 
faithful subject of the King ; and 
tell him, that he should not have any 
private grudge or revenge towards 
any concerning me; and bid him 
beware to meddle with Church Liv- 
ings, for that will prove a moth and 
canker to him in his estate. I wish 
him to content himself to be a ser 
vant tohis country, as a justice © 
the peace in his county, not aiming 
at high preferments. Carry ™! 
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blessing also to my daughters Anne 
and Arabella, charge them to fear 
and serve God, and he will bless 
them, not forgetting my little infant, 
that knows neither good nor evil, 
and cannot speak for itself God 
speak for it and bless it.” Then he 
said, “‘ I have nigh done, one stroke 
will make my wife husbandless, my 
dear children fatherless, and my poor 
servants masterless, and separate me 
from my dear brother and all my 
friends ; but let God be to you and 
them all in all.” 

The executioner struck off his 
head at one blow; and so fell this 
noble Earl, who, if his master could 
have saved him, might have been 
able to save his master. ‘This was, 
indeed, the blow that by degrees 
reached up to the King’s own head. 

Christian Observer. 


Te the Editors of the Churchman’s Magazine. 
THOUGHTS ON RELIGIOUS CREEDS. 


I observe, in the polemical wri- 
tings of a recent religious sect, which, 
by the spirit and vigour of itsattacks, 
threatens to demolish, in no great 
length of time, the platforms on 
which Congregationalism in New 


iEngland has securely reposed fui 


two centuries, an avowed hostility 
against a// religious Creeds 3 und so 
plausibly do the ‘y declaim on the 
liberty wherewith Christ hath made 
us free, that an inexperienced reader 
might be led to suppose, that systems 
of faith were tyrannical things, op- 
pressive to the conscience, and in- 
consistent with Christian liberty. 
lle might be moved, by the pathetic 
complainings in which the tender- 
hearted Unitarian laments the bonds 
of Christendom, to sympathize with 
le poor captives whose consciences 
bre enthralled ; or be kindled by their 
Fxhortations into a desire to assist in 
berating them from the yoke. If, 





however, he was a man of sense and 
information, he might smile at the 
reasonings of these sage philosophers ; 
and although, as a good christian, he 
would charitably “believe them in 
earnest, yet he could not but con- 
clude that their extreme aversion to 
religious tyranny had betrayed them 
into some mistakes, as to the exten’ 
of its prevalence in other denomina 
tions, and the freedom of their owi 
from so odious a feature. 

Had it been my fortune, good o: 
evil, to have been required to sub 
scribe my name, either to the Cam- 
bridge or Saybrook Platform, while 
IT acknowledged there were many 
things in them avreeable to the 
Word of God, T might have ob- 


jected, that there were some proposi- 


tions In both, of a doubtful charac- 
ter, and some, which ought to have 
been left to the private judgment o} 
Christians. Imicht have contrast- 
edthe confidence, and even hardi- 
hood, of some of the speculations 
contained in them, with the temper- 
ate caution observed in our own in- 
valuable articles, in their statement 
of points not easy to settle; and 
should undoubtedly have preierred 
the system which allowed me the 
gieatest liberty of private judgment, 
in points of belief, which the Scrip- 
tures have left uaexplained. 

It would perhaps be unceremoni- 
ous to ask a Unitarian, by what sin- 
gular process of logic he had arrived 
at the conclusion, that Creeds were a 
tyrannical imposition ; and wheth- 
er he would have the same objeetion 
to them, if they allhappened to co- 
incide with hisown. To make the 
subject more easily understood, 
us confine our remarks to the system 
adopted in the Episcopal Church, 
and enquire what degree of constraint 
it imposes on the consciences of its 
members. The champion of reli- 
gious liberty might be surprized to 
learn, that an assent to the Articles 
of Christian belief, as they are con- 
tained in the Apostle’s Creed. is al! 
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that the Ciurch authoritatively re- 
quires of its day members, when they 
are baptized into it; and that their 
assent is never demanded to the 
Vhirty Nine Articles, nor to any oth- 
er Articles whatever. It is not pre- 
tended, I believe, that this Summary 
contains any thing contrary to sound 
christian doctrine, though I do re- 
inember to have seen something al- 
ledged against “the communion of 
saints’ asa thing very mysterious, 
notwithstanding much is said in the 
New ‘Testament of the saints having 
* fellowship with the Father and 
ihe Son’’—~being ‘“* members one of 
another,” Kc. sall, the ‘* Creed” 
nust be acknowledged to contain as 
nuple aad unobjectionable a sum- 

ary of faithas can well be concei- 
ved; and it may reasonably be pre- 

uued, that a person who could not 
conscientiously give his assent to it, 
would not be injured by having bap- 
lism refused him—certainly the 
church itself would suffer no loss by 
his exclusion. 

But this, we are told, is putting an 
nnowarrantable restraint on the con- 
science, aod that no man has a right 
to dictate to another the articles of 
his belief. Very true. Neither is 
there any constraint of conscience, 
or Zmposition of articles, in the pres- 
ent case. The Church merely pro- 
poses certain conditions of admis- 
sion, which the candidate is at full 
liberty to approve or reject, as he 
thinks proper. If he likes them not, 
he is his own master; and nobody 
will hinder him from attaching him- 
self directly to a society, into which 
he may be baptized without any 
profession at all of his faith, or so 
general and indefinite a one, that a 
Mahometan could make it with a 
clear conscience. Now, while hie 
has this entire liberty of adopting 
what faith he pleases, how ridiculous 
do those lamentations over Ecclesi- 
astical tyranny, and the slavery of 
the conscience, appear! But they 
have, in some measnre, the effect 








ms 


they are designed to produce—tha, 
of unhinging all reverence for th § an 
faith once delivered to the saints, ang § uin 
making proselytes to a system which & ian 
has charity for all, save those wh, & an: 
think too highly of our Lord Jesy & give 
Christ. thar 
But the fate of the clergy is be. § mon 
wailed in still more pathetic terms, § in tl 
How tyrannical it is for one man, « & som 
any body of men, to prescribe tf labo 
another, the doctrines he shall teach! § ceive 
Very true again; and none I pr.ff tens 
sume would be more forward ito r.ffa wr 
sist such an encroachment on thf chang 
rights of private judgment, wheney. ff ing Si 
erit is made, than Episcopalians Mf cles c 
The entrance into our ministry, sf fing a 
perfectly a voluntary act on the parfBerable 
of the candidate. He examines thifimpos 
articles to which he is expected tivery n 
subscribe his assent ; and if he thin It i. 
them to contain the words of eterndifmind rf 
truth, he subscribes. If he is dissatfMin reli 
isfied, he is at liberty to reject then enterta 
and embrace what faith he please power, 
Where then is the tyranny, whelithey wi 
every man is left to actas he thinkf&is som 
proper, and believe whatever uous, tc 
chooses? When a candidate, alfdeclam< 
animo, records his approbation dn the ¢ 
our Articles and Liturgy, and tros@ilhat we 
he is ** inwardly moved by the Hol e stag 
Ghost to take upon him the offiease ay 
and ministration” of a servant @Meem to | 
the altar, what is this, but the a y day, ii 
pression of his assent to the doctrin@f Unita 
of the Church, and his voluntary dono un; 
sire of becoming ateacher of thoahat the ¢ 
doctrines? Again I ask, whereiilaved, a1 
consists the tyranny? What co ossibly | 
pulsion isused? No being on ealfhiem fron 
is more free. fonable th 
The real question at issue, is, Mund in a 
whether summaries of faith shall § 
used, for no religious society can 
without them ;—but whether th 
shall be proposed in a written for — 
or left to be settled by each pastorg, 
a congregation. Shall the peome “ory of 
have a creed drawn up with jud 
ment and caution, comprehendi 
the essentiats of the christian {aif The 7th 
0, is the 
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juce—thar 
ce for the and approved by the wisdom of baptism; a charge which is made ia 
saints, ani @ sinety-nine hundreths of the christ- the following unchristian language : 
tem which @ ian world ; or shall they take such —They promis: what none but God 
those wh #2 One as their teacher pleases to can perform. They promise that 
ord Jesu § give them? There are other creeds the Acart of the child shall be chan- 
than those we see in print. ‘The ged, the nature sanctified, and the 
“zy is be. moment a minister opens his mouth affections and passions be under 
etic terms, i the pulpit, he begins to propose constant good government. And 
ne man, « ™ something do be believed; and he are they Gods ? 
rescribe t ‘abours to persuade his people to re- Before we answer these charges, 
hall teach! ceive itas uth. If he has a writ- founded in ignorance, and expressed 
one I pre jf ten sermon before him, then he has in that spirit of hatred of the church, 
yard to tefga written creed; and should he whichisa distinguishing trait in sec- 
ent on thi change his belief before the follow-  tarian zeal, we would endeavour to 
it, whener fm ing Sunday, he will have new artz- inform the candid enquirer of the na- 
iscopalian,—§ cles of faith to propose. So tri- ture and design of sponsors in bap- 
ministry, iff fing and inconsistent is all the mis- tism. God has implanted in the bo- 
on the par ferable canting about “tyrannical som of parents, an attachment and 
xamines thfimpositions,” which has become paternal concern for their offspring : 
very much the order of the day. And this natural impulse, no less 
It is impossible for an upright than reason and revelation, imperi- 
mind not to detest the use of artifice ously forbid, that the helpless infant, 
in religious controversy. I wish to commencing a life for an eternal ex- 
entertain ihe best opinion in my _ istence, should be left in the midst of 
power, of the motives of men, when a wicked world, to grow up in igno- 
hey write for the public; but there rance, atthe hazard of choosing a 
Bs something, apparently disingen- way for himself. Reason, if not per- 
ous, to say the least, inthe popular verted by error, would surely teach 
feclamations from a certain quarter, the parent to take at least as much 
mthe use of Summaries of Faith. care to instruct and direct the mind, 
What well-informed churchmen will as to dress and feed the bedy ; and 
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by the Hole staggered by them, I have not the revelation, on this subject, is posi- 
m the ofiqeast apprehension; but as they tive and explicit :—“ And thou shalt 
2 servant @eem to be thickening around useve- teach them diligently unto thy chil- 


but the e@fyday,in proportion to the spread dren, and shalt talk of them when 
the doctrin@f Unitarianism, [ thought I might thou sittest in thine house, and when 
voluntary (ono unacceptable office, by hinting thou walkest by the way, and when 
her of thomfhat the christian world is not yet en- thou liest down, and when thou ri- 
ask, where@laved, and that the people might sest up.” Deut. vi.7. In opposing 
What co™Possibly have a creed imposed on the Accuser of the Brethren, the 
eing on ealfiem from the pulpit, more objec- prophet Isaiah puts the question :-— 
mable than any written one to be “ Whom shallhe teach knowledge ? 


issue, iS, "bund in any christian church. and whom shall he make to under- 
faith shall § COMMON SENSE. stand doctrine ?”,—to which he an- 
ciety can swers, no doubt with a prophetic eye 
whether tf to the anabaptist, who endeavors to 
written for Por the Churchman’s Mazazine. prove, that young children and in- 


each pastor fants, mean young christians, a1 
ll the peo those who are weak in the faith— 
p with ju ( Continued. ) “Them that are weaned from the 
omprehendi ; milk, and drawn from the breast.— 
hristian faif#The 7th charge of Mr. Dicken- fo, precept must be upon precept, 
N,isthe admission ef snreties at Jine apon line, here a little and there 
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that the Cuurch authoritatively re- 
quires of its ay members, when they 
are baptized into it; and that their 
assent is never demanded to the 
‘Vhirty Nine Articles, nor to any oth- 
er Articles whatever. It is not pre- 
tended, I believe, that this Summary 
contains any thing contrary to sound 
christian doctrine, though I do re- 
inember to have seen something al- 
ledged against “the communion of 
saints’ asa thing very mysterious, 
notwithstandiag much is said in the 
New Testament of the saints having 
‘fellowship with the Father and 
ihe Son’’—being * members one of 
another,’ &c. sall, the “* Creed” 
nust be acknowledged to contain as 
nuple aad unobjectionable a sum- 
vary of faithas can well be concei- 


aud it may reasonably be pre- 


uued, that a person who could not 

uscientiously give his assent to it, 
would not be injured by having bap- 
ism refused him—ceertainly — the 
church itself would sutier no loss by 
his exclusion. 

But this, we are told 
unwarrantable restraint on the con- 
science, aod that no man has a right 
to dictate to another the articles of 
his belief. Very true. Neither ts 
there any coustraint of conscience, 
or imposition of articles, in the pres- 
ent case. The Charch merely pro- 
poses certain conditions of admis- 
sion, which the candid§te is at full 
liberty to approve or reject, as he 
thinks proper. If le likes them not, 
he is his own master; and nobody 
will hinder him from attaching him- 
self directly to a society, into which 
he may be baptized without any 
profession at all of his faith, or so 
general and indefinite a one, that a 
Mahometan could make it with a 
clear conscience. Now, while he 
has this entire liberty of adopting 
what faith he pleases, how ridiculous 
do those lamentations over Ecclesi- 
astical tyranny, and the slavery of 
the conscience, appear! But they 
have, in some measure, the effect 
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they are designed to produce—tha, 
of unhinging all reverence for th § an 
faith once delivered to the saints, ang § sin 
making proselytes to a system which fF ian 
has charity for all, save those. why & an « 
think too highly of our Lord Jesy & give 
Christ. than 
But the fate of the clergy is be. § mon 
wailed ‘no still more pathetic terms, & in th 
How '): annical it ts for one man, « & some 
any x of men, to prescribe t & labor 
another, che doctrines he shall teach! & ceive 
Very true again; and none I prff tens 
sume would be more forward to raffa wr 
sist such an encroachment on thf chang 
rights of private judgment, wheney. Mf ing Sc 
erit is made, than Episcopalians ff cles o 
The entrance into our ministry, gif ding a 
perfectly a voluntary act on the parfferable 
of the candidate. He examines th imposi 
articles to which he is expected t very ni 
subscribe his assent ; and if he think It i. 
them to contain the words of eterndfmind + 
truth, he subscribes. If he is dissa-fRin relig 
isfied, he is at liberty to reject then enterta 
and embrace what faith he pleasef&power, 
Where then is the tyranny, wheilithey wr 
every man is leitto actas he thinkiis som 
proper, and believe wiatever hous, to 
chooses? When a candidate, afideclam; 
animo, records his approbation in the ¢ 
our Articles and Liturgy, and trusmiilhat we 
he is ** inwardly moved by the Holfithe stagg, 
Ghost to take upon him the offictiease ay 
and ministration” of a servant deem to } 
the altar, what is this, but the effy day, i, 
pression of his assent to the doctrin@@ Unita 
of the Church, and his voluntary dono un; 
sire of becoming ateacher of thomfthat the ¢ 
doctrines? Again I ask, whereiilaved, a, 
consists the tyranny? What co ossibly 
pulsion isused? No being on eafhem fron 
is more free. mnable tl 
The real question at issue, is, Mund in a 
whether summaries of faith shall | 
used, ‘or no religious society can 
without them ;—but whether thi 
shall be proposed ina written form 5. 
or left to be settled by each pastor@, 
a congregation. Shall the peo “ory of 
have a creed drawn up with jud 
ment and caution, comprehendi 
the essentiats of the christian faiif The 7th 
0, is the 
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ce for th @ #ad approved by the wisdom of baptism; a charge which is made ia 


saints, anj g winety-nine hundreths of the christ- 
tem which ian world ; or shall they take such 
those. why #2 One as their teacher pleases to 
ord Jesu @ give them’ ‘There are other creeds 

than those we see in print. ‘The 
‘zy is be moment a minister opens his mouth 
etic terms, i the pulpit, he begins to propose 
ne man, « @ something to be believed ; and he 
rescribe t@ ‘abours to persuade his people to re- 
hall teach! ceive itas truth. If he has a writ- 
one I pre jf ten sermon before him, then he has 
ard to ragga written creed ; aud should he 
ent on th change his belief before the follow- 
it, whener i ing Sunday, he will have new art#- 
iscopalians cles of faith to propose. So tri- 
ministry, sf fing and inconsistent is all the mis- 
on the parfgerable canting about “ tyrannical 
xamines thiimpositions,” which has become 
very much the order of the day. 

It is impossible for an upriglit 
mind not to detest the use of artifice 
in religious controversy. I wish to 
entertain ihe best opinion in’ my 
power, of the motives of men, when 
hey write for the public; but there 
s he thinks something, apparently disingen- 
whatever Mfuous, to say the least, in the popular 
indidate, ef@éeclamations from a certain quarter, 
mthe use of Summaries of Faith. 
hat well-informed churchmen will 
estaggered by them, I have not the 
east apprehension ; but as they 
fem to be thickening around us eve- 
yday,in proportion to the spread 
{ Unitarianism, I thought I might 
ono unacceptable office, by hinting 
at the christian world is not yet en- 
aed, and that the people might 
osibly have a creed imposed on 
em from the pulpit, more objec- 
onable than any written one to be 
bund in any christian church. 
COMMON SENSE. 
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omprenen ; 


hristian fail | The 7th charge of Mr. Dicken- 
m.isthe admission af snreties at 


~_ 


4, 





the following unchristian language : 
—TVhey promis: what none but God 
can perform. They promise that 
the heart of the child shall be chan- 
ged, the nature sanctified, and the 
affections and passions be under 
constant good government. And 
are they Gods ? 

Before we answer these charges, 
founded in ignorance, and expressed 
in that spirit of hatred of the church, 
which is a distinguishing trait in sec- 
tarian zeal, we would endeavour to 
inform the candid enquirer of the na- 
ture and design of sponsors in bap- 
tism. God has implanted in the bo- 
som of parents, an attachment and 
paternal concern for their offspring : 
And this natural impulse, no less 
than reason and revelation, imperi- 
ously forbid, that the helpless infant, 
commencing a life for an eternal ex- 
istence, should be left in the midst of 
a wicked world, to grow up in igno- 
rance, atthe hazard of choosing a 
way for himself. Reason, if not per- 
verted by error, would surely teach 
the parent to take at least as much 
care to instruct and direct the mind, 
as to gress and feed the bedy; and 
revelation, on this subject, is posi- 
tive and explicit :—“ And thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy chil- 
dren, and shalt talk of them when 
thou sittest in thine house, and when 
thou walkest by the way, and when 
thou liest down, and when thou ri- 
sest up.” Deut. vi.7. In opposing 
the Accuser of the Brethren, the 
prophet Isaiah puts the question :— 
‘* Whom shall he teach knowledge P 
and whom shall he make to under- 
stand doctrine ?”—to which he an- 

swers, no doubt witha prophetic eye 
to the anabaptist, who endeavors to 
prove, that young children and in: 


fants, mean young christians, o1 


those who are weak in the faith— 
“Them that are weaned from the 
milk, and drawn from the breast.— 
For precept must be upon precept, 
line npon line, here a fitde and there 
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a little.’ Isa. xxvii. 9, 10. From 
the multitude of precepts, scattered 
throughout the writings of the wise 
man, I select but one :—* ‘Train up 
a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old, he will not depart 
from it.”’* From the last injuction 
of our Saviour, when he said to Pe- 
ter, Feed my lambs, to the testimony 
of St. Paul for his son Timothy, 
that he had heen taught the serip- 
tures from his youth, we have pre- 
cept upon precept, not only to suffer 
little children to be broweht unto 
Christ, but to take care that they be 
brought up ia tie nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord. . Governed 
by these diviae injunctions, and the 
universal ngnees of natural afiec- 
tion, the Church, at an early peri- 
od, took care to provide for the reli- 
gious instruction of children, by the 
institution of sponsors, or god-fathers 
and god- mothers in baptism. And 
where is the impropriety of this ¢ 
Shall the public sympathy be exci- 
ted in behalf of orphans—shall so- 
cieties be instituted, and by laws es- 
tablished to provide for their bodily 


The following commenton the max- 
in of the wise man inay be thougiit 
worth preserving.— !'wo brothers, beth 

‘blind from their birth?’ and one cf 
them corrupted with infidels principles 
were convcr ing - rether, when the 
latter rem: aloe that Solomon’s prov- 
erb was unteee: “for.” said be, 
‘ brother, you and I were born blind— 
baptized in our infancy, and trained up 
together inthe same faith. Now you 
believe implicitly all that was taught 
you; while IL belheve nothing”— 

‘ Hold,” answered the christian broth- 
er ;—* Solomon does not say that those 
who were wilful and disobedient when 
they were young, will not depart when 
they become old ; but that those who 
were dutiful and sudjmissive will not de- 
part—which generally holds true. But, 
my poor brothe r, you were froward and 
churlish in your veath, although your 
parents wo u/d have trained you up in 
the way you should go; and I fear ‘you 
will verify the maxim, by not departing 
from your evil ways when you grow 
old.” 
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wants? Shall guardians be appoiy. . j 
ed to take care of their temporal jj de 
terests, and to train them Up for use. ode 
fulness in life; and yet the soul hf 


left a prey to the adversary ? Shall the ¢ 
no teacher, monitor, or sponsor, bil she ¢} 
provided to sow the secds of rej. sante 
gious knowledge? Shall the mini ine on 
be left uncultivated, till over-run Will office 
the weeds of vice, and the errors, Episc 
infidelity, heresy, and schism ? No: 

the Church requires sureties, thf ielieve: 
the child shall be taught, so soon ™alarmi 
he is capable of learning, what @ th b: 
solemn vow and covenant he hy iat 7 
made ; that his mind may be stor detelv 
with useful knowledge, i in the hop years p 
that he may grow in grace, as he aif doned 


vances in years, till he comes tot} on nc 
. - ao not one 
full stature of mi Christ Jes 

atu f man in Christ Jes to pres: 


Surely, if the law of the land Mijand, ar 
quires guardians, to guide the waifwas so 
ward steps of the child in the worl ‘om th 
it must be proper and rational, #7" ©? 
well as scriptural, for the chureh § apes, 
a , 7 Ze } wi 
require sponsors to take care of li “ [ft js 
religious education of children, agfthat this 
to train them up for another worlggeme of 
in, the former, the body has but or oom 
short continuance : But in the laty adie 
existence, either happy or miseaiSupper.— 
ble, is endless. inisters 
But the reader is undoubted Uores 
anxious to hear what Mr. Begplicct o 
es , rst time. 
says, in answer to the heavy chalice consi, 
of his antagonist : And he will rudience. 
with pleasure and profit, the stagfade bety 


ment and reply. nvested 
: m= Me — emnity al 
ist, savs Mr. B., “ Baptism is 
ae ’ prices letermine 


seal of the Christian covenant, @iround of 
every child in baptism, does préhat it can 
ise to renounce the devil, and @puttoo mu 
brace the christian faith. Deny ' aly the p. 


en, 4 
and you make baptism an insigi Be, who “s 
cant ceremony.* hture oy 

hich it di 


The fact is, the peedo-baptist dis##volves, ; 
ters, in carrying on their oppositioijonfers, 
The Church, have really mz ude the equently s 
tismof infants a mere nullity. TiPey clear) 
is not one in ten of them, that have uorced, th 
correct ideas on the subject ; and hegfeve, that i 
the anabapti: sts are constantly mai nd more ¢ 


inroads upon them, by what they 4 a —Dyr 
04, 
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2. Children are capable of enter- 
ing into covenant with God, as aj 
ears by circumcision, and express 


scripture. 
The 
the child’s 
the child’s 
nanted dut 


believers” ba 
alarming, tl! 
both by the 
from infant 
and vows, t!: 
pletely 


Deut. 


answers of 


y ait 
pf . 
1€ \ hay 
ir wri! 


baptisin ; 


at they 


indefensible: and 


Xxix. 1], 


12 


)- 


the sureties in 
s name, are a declaration of 
vow, or. promise, 


or cove- 
y- [Observe here, that 
the ground of objection against the 
office of baptism in the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, is, that the spon- 


And what 1s most 
» gal. té yy d. 
iw and preaching, 
ay otedtive rites 
have left it com- 


for several 


years past, have aimost entircly aban- 


loned the 


3 
subject: 


insomuch, th: 
. that 


may not be presamptuous to st 
not one half of the children belonging 


topresbyteri: 


land, are bay 


nm fam 


time d. 


was so sensible of 
from this source, that he closes 


mon on the 


subject 


ilics in New-f: 
The late D 


the danre 


{ 


ile 


¢ 
At 


hae 
4at 


if 


r. Dwiritt 


r 


(delivered 


i chapel, before the student of \ a 


arising 


his se 


in 


lege) with the following remarks :- 


“Ttis not 
hat this ord: 


heme of discussion in the de 


wot unusual 
muall y to the 

ninisters rar 
BiU unre asoni: 
he considera 
bidience. \ 
nvested wit 


fetermine. 


pnfers. 


ley clearly 





a 


a little 


nance 


to be 


is so rarely ma 


for a minister of 


elk. 


tne 


vel, to devote twer ify-four sermons 


I 


lo 


at 


reeretted, 
a 


It is 


(rps 
m 


an 


onsi¢eration of the Lords’ 


elv preach. 


ible su; 


tion of 


Vhy 


h the 


same 
emnity and influence, 


position, 


ubjec t of this dise our ¢, 1s now 
first time, brought out in the 
a great part of 

y such a difference 
nade between two institutions of Christ, 
authority, so- 


But whatever may be 


institution, 


hat it cannot be a good one. 
but too much reason to believe, that not 
aly the persons, particularly the chil- 
ren, who have been baptized, 
arents, are lamentably ignoraut of the 
ature of this 
hich it declares, 


Supper. aie: “sy at the same time 
Perhaps it i 
that 


9 


the 
for the 
desk t 
this 


I am unable t 
the 
ound of this distinction, I am satisfied 


) 


1s 


) 


There is 


illustrated and solemnly 


<P ~- 


Bs 


4 - 
eh ot oem, «i de, hE EI P 


L 


Vol. 


om 


iorced, there is the best reason to be- 
eve, that it would become a far richer 
nd more extensive blessing to man- 


n "— Dwight’s Theology. 3, p- 


but the 


the truths 
the duties which it 
volves, and the privileges which it 
Were these things made more 
quently subjects of preaching ; were 


sors promise that the child shall. 
cc. whereas, the child promises by 
tiem. | And does not every one 
whom you baptize, implicitly re- 
nounce the devil and his works, and 
vow they will live a Christian life 
Is not this the nature and language 
of baptism, to be a vow of a Christ- 
jan’s life 2 Or why do you ever 
put young age in mind of their 
baptismal vow, if fiey never made 
any vow in iced ? ‘The truth is, 
your children promise and vow in 
baptism, as much as ours. All the 
difference is, our children express 
these vows by their sure ties or spon- 
sors, and your children’s vows are 
implied and sealed in baptism, with- 
out such an explicit covenanting. 
But this you deny, and vehemently 
affirm that the sureties promise, not 
as the mouth of the child, but for 
their own persons, that they will see 
to it, that the child shall live in the 
exercise of the highest grace.* Well, 
let us take a view of the office ot 
baptism, and let that determine 
whether the whole church from the 
apostles are distracted, 
enson mistaken. 
First, the minister declares God’s 
part of the covenant, and what he 


‘Tfow different was the opinion o! 
Dr. Dwight, just quoted. Onthe same 
page already noted, he says, ‘* How 
many persons are now in this house, 
who have been dedicated to God by bap- 
lism in their infancy, and who yet ney- 
er thought of a single privilege, reali- 
zed a single obligation, nor performed a 
single duty, created by this ordinance! 
It is perhaps questionable, whether 
some of them are not now ignorant 
whether they have been baptized or 
not. How melancholy are these facts ! 
How full are they of shame and sin! 
How productive ought they to be of re- 
morse, contrition, and amendment!” 
Little did the learned doctor then think, 
that some of his hearers would soon dis- 
avow his sentiments, and contradict 
their own confessions and formularies, 
in abusive publications against the 
Church. See Mr. Taylor’s sermon on 
Regeneration ; and also, the scurrilous 
pamphlet, called the Serious Call, by a 
Consistent Churchman. 


or Mr. Dick- © 
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will do for this child, now to be bap- 
tized. And then says he to the sure- 
ties—This infant must also faith- 
fully for his part promise by you, 
&c. Now, hew can an infant prom- 
ise by them, unless they are his prox- 
ies or mouth, and make answers, 
that the infant should make if he 
could speak? ‘This is so plain and 
undeniable, that nothing but an ob- 
stinate resolution to cavil, can put a 
contrary sense upon it. Again the 
minister asks, Dost thou believe all 
the articles of the Caristian faith, 
&c. Now if they meant as you 

say, that they would see to it, that 
this child should believe the Chiist- 
ian religion, the minister should not 
ask, Dost thou believe, &c. But 
will you see to it, that this childshall 
believe, &c. Soin the end of the 
office, the minister says: Forasmuch 
as this child, hata promised by you 
his suretics, torenounce the devil 
and all his works, to believe in God, 
and to serve him. Now when the 
Church declares over and over, in 

as strong and plain terms as_ possi- 


. ble, that the child promises, will you 


face them down, that they don’t 
mean that the child promises, but 
that the sureties promise for them- 
selves, that they will make the child 
renounce the devil and all his works, 
&c.—that is, in your charge, that 
they will be Gods. But say you, 
How does the child promise, ani d pro- 
fess by them, when ” knows nnthing 
of what the, say? Very pretty! 
and much like a sober divine! And 
may not a quaker say the same to us 
all? How trifling, how ludricious, 
is baptizing infants? Baptism is a 
seal of faith and repentance ; but 
the poor infant isso far from having 
faith and repentance, that he knows 
not what they mean. ‘The child has 
no desire to be baptized, but shows 
his dislike by crying when the water 
is applied to his face.” 

How easy it is, for fallen man to 
trifle with serious things, and play 
upon the credulity of mankind! So 


just was the remark of that distin. 
guished prelate, Thomas Newton, 
‘ Itis easy to make the world laugh, 
but difficult to make a few reason.” 
The sophistical reasoning of the an. 
abaptist, the sly cunning of the qua. 
ker,and the pharisaic gravity of a 
numerous sect, have made thousands 
of proselytes to their visionary 
schemes. But let the anabaptists re. 
flect, that repentance and faith, onl; 
ap ply to adults; and that while they 
object to infant baptism for the wan; 
of these qualifications, their mode of 


reasoning would starve their chil 
dren to death in this world and dama§ 


them forever inthe world to come 
Do they net perceive, that if a wan’ 
of practical faith must prevent chil: 
dren from entering into covenant, by 
being made visible members of th 
church by baptism, the same _ thin; 
would prevent millions who die ir 
infancy, from entering into the king. 
dom of glory: For while it is 
serted, that “he who believeth an 
3 baptize ‘d, shall be saved,” iti 
d ie ired by the same autho rity, tha 
“ he that believeth not, shall be daw 
ned.” Suppose we should find sone 
of those who speak so very light « 
infant baptism, reducing their cree 
to practice > The mothe r, for eq 
ample, so far forgets ier sucki 
child, as to refuse it nourishment 
and assigns the following passa 
in justificatio n of her conduct: 
that will not work, shall not ¢ 
My infant cannot work, therefore! 
must noteat. Moreover, if I shoul 
feed it, what good could it possil 
do the child, seeing he knows no! 
ing of it. No: Lam determiued! 
Jet my child grow up, and then jn 
what food is best. We should thi 
the woman, at least bordering on 
sanity ; and should the child peri 
for the lack of food, the world wort 
look upon her as its murderess. 5 
how much more guilty is that pare! 
who, blinded by prejudice, and | 
fluenced by a spirit of heresy @ 
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t distin- Christ, or feed it with the sincere 
Newton, § jnilk of the word : 
d laugh, This mode of reasoning, has open- 


reason.” § ed the eyes of many among the ana- 


f the an- § baptists and quakers, to both of 


the qua. § whom it equally applies. And 
vity of aff would the presbyterians once lay 
housands § aside their prejudice, instead of their 
visionary jostile attempts to sap and pull down 
aptists re ff the Church, they would feel con- 
aith, only strained to acknowledge, that her 
while they # principles alone could secure the 
r the want true f faith from mischievous and de- 
ir modeol ff structive inroads. I trust, indeed, 
their chi that the time is not far distant, when 
and dam they may all see, what so many ad- 
to come. # mit, both in E urope and America, 
if a wanfithat the Churchis ¢he ground and 
vent chil fi pillar of the truth ; the only bul- 
venant, by wark against that overflowing stream 
yers of the le of iniquity, that anti-christian doe- 
same thinftrine, so rapidly increasing among 


’ ' me ’ ¢ n t 
who die nffthem under the specious name of 


o the kin- §Unitarianism. But, untilsuch times, 
le it is aMthe words of Mr. B. will be found as 
lieveth anfapplicable, as when addressed to 
aved,” itt#™Mr. D. “In a word, ridicule ovr 
hority, thifbaptism as much as you please, aud 
hall be dow] will engage a quaker will aeien 
1d find somfyours as much. And youcan’t say 
ery light dany thing against our “method, a 
their creelwhat will come with equal force 
her, for efagainst all baptizing of infants. This 
ier sucki—@told you before, hoping you would 
rourishmentiie careful of that; but I see now 
ing passagmyou had rather vilify infant baptism, 
conduct : MBhan not ridicule the church. 
hall not e™ “ Again say you, How come the 
therefore Mproxies to get the child baptized 
pr, if I shoul pithout his leave ? Witty still ; but 
d it possitf fatal blow to infant baptism. And 
knows n0ol™fow came any body to get you bap- 
determined ized, when you was an infant, with- 
nd then juigfat your leave? Don’t you think 
» should thifhey injured you, in devoting you to 
rdering on @od, and entering you into covenant 
» child peri ‘ith, him, without your knowledge 
e world wolf consent? I wonder you don’t see 
urderess. jou are arguing against the bapti- 
is that paréM@ing of infants, and yet think you 
dice, and ite disputing against the C hurch.” 
f heresy am After this, Mr. B. proceeds, at 
g his child ome considerable length, in detect- 
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ing whatis one of the most unfair, 
as well as unchristian acts—that of 
mutilating sentences, and omitting 
empnatical words of an opponent. 
Mr. Beach had ‘said (alluding to a 
particatar part of the office, “ here 
the sureties make no promise,” &c. 
Mr. D. leaving out the word here, 
endeavoured to shew, that Mr. 'B 
had said, sponsors were under no ob- 
ligation whatever. To which Mr. 
B Says, “ You know I never said 
any such thing, any more than Da- 
vid said, a re was no God, when he 
nly said, The fool in his heart has 
i, the ere isno God. Now, by the 
help of your new figure, you can 
leave out » the fool hath ‘said, and 
then it will be, David said so. And 
itis this new figure, that has helped 
youtomost of your victories. But 
to me, It is an argument of a ee 33 
rate cause, when the defenders of 
are forced to use such rand 
tricks.” 

Mr. Beach now proceeds to an- 
swer a number of questions, relative 
to god-fathers’ promises and engage- 
ments, among which was the follow- 
ing :—Is there any direction in the 
word of t God for sureties at baptism ¢ 
To which Mr. B. replies—“ Yes, as 
plain a direction as I have to or 
ise to my neighbor, or brother, th 
if he dies before me, I will take pai 
ticular care of the souls of his chil. 
dren; and if they neglect, I will 
call upon them to go to the public 
worship and the like. I would next 
have you ask, whether there be any 
direction in the word of God, to de 
good to the souls of any children 
but our own. Before I leave this 
head, I must review your wonderful 
piece of New Divinity. You said, 
God has never given, never promi- 
sed assistance to any man, in chan- 
ging the hearts and affections of oth- 
ers. Youask, is it the same thing 
to be assisted in doing the work our- 
selves, or being only instruments in 
the hands of the great workman? J 
answer, Yes, the verysame. If God 
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to convert a sinner, I am 
his iastrument; and yet, according 
to scripture phir isc, | may be said to 
sinner : And yet I am 

<sod. See James v.20. So re- 
‘to prove our sureties 
rather than fail, you 
Lattempts to do geaie 
ty men’s souls: For if what you say 
. why should parents try to 
$i) onvert thew ¢ ministers 
iff heir people, ask make them virtu- 
us; when God never did, and nev- 
a3 r will, assist any man tn this blessed 
oz ork - Did not Christ promise to 
a" assist St. Paui, Acts xxvi. 18. I 
vi thee to the Gentiles, to open 
- s, and to turn them from 
larkness : to light, ci ind. from the pow- 
of § evel to God, , that they may 


% CCC civin O of sin, A 
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\ ickes that 


Vi ill a stro} all 


e true, 
area, or 


{hei 


tire for 
r God ASSISLE l him, or tos 
modest language, f raul 
‘ God.—In a wor dh, what you 
ir plain, easy, and familiar 
ence, is either a fa Ise and pernicious 
doctrine. which cuts the sinews of 
to do good to men’s 
else itis a piece of solid 
4 nonsense. So that it was not without 
| reason, that I men Jay 
I bout them madly to scare people 
rom the Church.’ 
{ To be continued. \ 
i 
' » | Patrons of the Churchman’s 
MYavazine.--The writer had designed 
io have closed this Bsa of the Me- 
. in the last nurnber of the pres- 
ent year: But as many haveexpress- 
eda wish to have tie wihole subject 
exhibited, i} nave sc far extended the 
pac that tle present topic will occu- 
number, for the 
The two other 
follow, will be 
less edify- 
defence of 
e doctrines of ul as asserted 
tained in the Articles and 
of the chureh, against the 
nd misrepresentations of a 
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more imnté f 
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. and main 
iturgy 


attacks a 


number of congregational preachers : 
‘The other, a defence of E ,piscopacy— 
connected with a continual increase 
of the Church, not only in Newtown, 
nt in Reading, and many of the ad- 
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jecent towns—closing with a brie 
history ofthe Cimreh, her present ap Indi 
prosperous state. with niterestine ay lay 
ecdotes, and letters, of Mr. Beael, cont 
never before published. DD. Bol 

if ; t dt ‘ | » ject 

cereal 

-~—&---- iF ty 
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COLONY OF FREE BLACKS ON ‘1h; nine 
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COAST OF AFRICA. that. 

(ily a 
Concluded. vat 

latlol 

Leon 
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Lhe “* book” was at etl mrad 
} K i di le net oi CONTEC 


by which King Peter, King Georg simila 
hing Zoda, Wing Long Peter, King What 
Governor and King Jinimy agreed, B entices, 
‘a é treet Or 
, . ar. ] ; 
10 consideration ol the paymento Bf deed q 
6. Six muskets, one box beads, tw inecrea: 
hogsheads tobacco, one ¢ “ask Pub pow: and re 
acer, SIX bars omy &c. WC., C. foreve see as 
to cede and relinquish the | land in the 


on and about Cape Mesurado, tf from ¢ 

° ' 1 c : 
Lieut. St I ktom and Dr. Ayres, fff norant 
the use of the ¢ O1ODY. and de 


“Dr. Ayres immediately after. 
wards, returned to Sierra L eone, Il: 
tending to remove the people an 
stores to Mesurado as soon as prat 


faith, m 
of their 
jaith, ar 
and re} 


aaa . } 
ticable (fie best 


“The part of Africa thus selected soured 
and (it is hoped by this time, occu eflects 

‘ 4 ~ / it D5 
pied by our people, has always bee thank ful 
represented as possessing great at lepaid 


vantages for a settlement. Th 
land purchased appears to includ 
the whole Cape, with the mouth 
anda considerable extent of the ri 
er. 

“ This river empties itself into ti 
Atlantic, and is in length about thr 
hundred miles, being the largest A 
rican-river between the Rio Grané 
to the North, and the Congo to th 
South. Its head waters are ne 
those of the Niger and the Gambi 
both of which rise on the north-ea 
side of the same chain of mountaiis 
Lieut. Stockton considers this stati 
not only important for the relief ao 
refreshment of our vessels of Wi 
cruizing on the African coast, but 
affording the same facilities to 0 
merchantmen engaged in the Ea 


‘ines: | 
Fund effor 
curity tot 
who can. 
ry prever 
erred, t¢ 
irom all 

rade? fe 
eneficenc 
heering y 
h Wider pe 
ess that s 
hreasonat 
ampart is 
Wer of 
ght isto a 
enighted ¢ 
at He y 
eh labour 
'Shelp ane 






















india trade. To these advantages 
way be also added, besides those 
. Beach connected with the immediate ob- 
yy Ba f iect of the Society, another of still 
creater interest. Such a settlement 
is we trust this is destined soon to 
become, cannot fail of producing an 
ON ike J immediate and decisive effect upon 
that trade that still preys upon Afri- 
a, and still disyraces the civilized 
vations of the world. Whiat Sierra 
Leone has done and is doing, may 

rth made, § confidently be expected 
y George, B similar establishment on t 
eter, Ning # What has been there done who can 
ry agreed, B sufliciently estimate? We may in- 
aymentoi § deed there see a colony of tree blacks, 
yeads, two § increasing in numbers, intelligence, 
. gunpow B® and respectability—We may there 
c., foreve § see a still more interesting spectacle 
the land @ jn the thousands of victims rescued 
surado, (from chains and tortures: once ig- 
Ayres, uf porant barbarians, now instructed 
and devout converts to the christian 


in every 
he coast. 


ely after (faith, manifesting in the simple piety 
Leone, i of their characters, the reality of that 


yeople anf aith, and giving a lesson of humility 
on as pracHfand reproof to christians inheriting 

ie best privileges in the most fa- 
us selected youred countries. ‘These are great 
time, occlBeflects, demanding our praise and 
ilways beet thankfulness. But Sierra Leone has 
« great aBrepaid Africa with still greater bles- 
ent.  ThBsines: her example, her influence, 
- to includRand efforts have given peace and se- 
the moultiffcurity to the neighbouring coast : and 
t of the r'ffvho can estimate the extent of mise- 
ry prevented, and of happiness con- 
ered, to a population delivered 
irom all the horrors of the slave 
tader [very year the limits of this 
eneficence are extending, and the 
heering rays of her light, dispelling 
}wider portion of the moral dark- 
less that surrounds her. And is it 
treasonable to rejoice that another 
ampart is to be raised against the 
ower of the spoiler, that another 
ght is to arise and shine upon this 
enighted continent ? or to expect 
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coast, but @iat He who is thus blessing one 
ilities to Mich labour with success, will give 
in the E*®ishelp and favour toanother : 








Colony on the African Coast. 


* We have, unicrtunately, in om 
country ample materials for the rap- 
id growth of such a colony, a 
greatly does it concern to us to appl 
them. There is in Africa, an aburi- 
dant and almost spontaneous pro- 
duction of the necessaries of | life. 
fer desolated fields call for inhabi- 
tants. We cannot fail to see, in thes: 
circumstances, every evidence to as- 
sure us that an establishment of free 
people of colour from our country 
upon the coast of Africa, will in- 
crease with no common celerity, and 
exert no ordinary influence in re. 
deeming the land of their fore-fath- 
ers from its present degradation. 
Whether the slave trade will ever be 
entirely abandoned without the aid of 
such settlements may be questioned ; 
but that they afford a most powerfu! 
means for the accomplishment ot 
such an object, experience places 
beyond doubt.” 

Thespot thus selected as a site 
for the colony, is said to be of an 
excellent soil, and capable of produ- 
cing rice, indig 


wry © at + 
cane and allt! 


‘ 


4 


—— 


i 
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), cotton, coflee, sugar- 
Le variety of fruits and 


The natives are less barbarous than 
those of the neighbouring nations, 
and more pacific in their disposi- 
tions. The climate is healthier than 
that in many parts of our own coun- 
try, particularly for the blacks. It 
is remarked by the managers, that 
“among nearly one hundred black 
and coloured people, the na- 
tives of America, now on the coast, 
some of whom have been expused to 
the effects of two rainy seasons, not 
more than four deaths have occurred 
during the last year; and of those, 
only one is properly attributable to 
the climate.”” During most of this 
period, they were without the regu- 
lar attendance of a physician. 

In reply to the assertion, that the 
blacks of this country would not 
consent to emigrate, the Managers 
state, that ‘* one hundred black per- 
sons in the city of Philadelphia. 
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move to Africa; and beeu 
mended, on respectable authority, 
* the Suciety. 
seventy-nine individuals have 
mupicated the same request through 
the Auxiliary Society of New-York. 
4 considerable number have [!! 
wise offered themselves, from the ci- 
y of 


Vi COnll- 


o the patronage oi 
com- 


.U- 


y Baltimore, from Richmond, 
Vetersburgh, and Norfolk, and from 
ihe Eastera Shore of Maryland, with 
the addition of families and individ- 
uals from various parts of the United 
Dtales. 

It is also stated, that many pio- 
prietors of slaves are ready ‘to liber- 
ite and aid them in returning to Af- 
rica, whenever the settlement shia!l 
he in a state to receive them. 

The only difficulty which the 
managers now have to contend with, 
‘Thus fav, 


by 


is, the want of resources. 
the expenses have been sustained 
annual subscriptions, donations of 
individua!s, and the coniwib 
Auxiliary Societies 3 but as the col- 
ony has now, it is presumed, ieceiv- 
ed a permanent location, an increase 
of funds has become necessary for 
the transportation of colonists. 

The benefits which Africa may be 
«xpected to reap from. this estabiish- 
inent, are these :— 

1. The extinction of the Slave 
l'rade.—While the 


ions of 


Western Coast 
of Africa is possessed by barbari- 
aus, with whom the infamous agents 
uf the Slave-Dealers reside—tempt- 
ing them with spirituous liquors, 
baubles, and petty articles of traffic, 
to bring slaves toa ready market, it 
is very questionable whether all the 
governments of [urope combined 
can put an entire stop te the trade. 
With the exception of Portugal, all 
have abolished it by their laws; yet 
it never was more active than at pres- 
ent. It was officially stated to our 
government, that during the last 
year, no less than 200,000 slaves 
were brought from the coas: of Afri- 
‘a, under the French flag alone ; 
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and this tov, Wille gulps Oi War Wer: bec 
' ; ' a —_ +s 
Hovering about tue coast for the e;. inj! 
peess purpose of seizing vessels of | 
’ ' > ; 

employed.-—Dut when the coast ha 


Leen once occupied by a race of ejr. 
ized and industrious inhabitant 
the communication with the iInterio; 


will be cut off, and the trade muy m 
cease. ez 
2. The prevention of bloody wa dé 
among the tribes in tie interior. , 
At present, most of those wars ar § Eztr 
kindled ior the express purpose ¢ +d 


procuring prisoners, who are con 
ducted immediately to the coast, an¢ 


~ 


sold for slaves. A whole village | all 
sometiines surrounded ia the night: are me 
and ali the inhabitants who will bea ff emigre 
a price, are bound and Criven away ff states. 
to market. By colonizing the coast, § copal ¢ 
the communication between the inte Flam gs 
rior and the slave ships will be prof Unitec 
hibited, and of course, the principai ff esting s 
cause of those desolating wars willfBboth as 
be removed, there being no marke fRsuccess, 
for the prisoners. people. 

3. Lhe introduction of Christian, “Th 


ly been 
Men’s \\ 
my, as ar 


ity into Africa.—F¥ rom the colon) 
as a centre, it is reasonable to sup 
pose that the blessings of christian 
ty and civilization will graduall 
find their way into the surroundin§@ttracts 







tribes. If this can be brought wm 7. C} 
pass, and we see nothing to hind May, 
it, then will America begin to repa 

that nation scattered and peeled ; & “The 


nation meted out and trodden dowp@hoccupic 
for some of the wrongs they haggle State 
sufiered from the hands of men, wh anks of 
bear the christian name. Our owf—din th 
Church Missionary Society has mat umber 
ifested a warm interest in this caus obably 

undif supported as it ought to bart of th 
and as we hope and trust it will 4 person. 
the shores of Africa will yet resout yman of 


with the Liturgy of our Chure ved with 
The lamented names Bacon agpPallans 
Anprus—men who “counted ng’ Most® 
their lives dear to them”—we fe@e™ munity 


proud to claim as our own. If t vallest do 
means are not withheld, others # pular tale 
not be found wanting to stand | 
the breach where they fell, # 
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Vil 
’ through the medium of the colony, 
var wer become instrumental in conveying to 
the e: injured Ajrica the peaceful zeligion 
ogsels 5 of Jesus. ) 
past ha 
‘e of ch 7 oo 
sabitant P 
, interio, | Proceedings of the Executive Com- 
ide mus’ mitéee of the Domestic nnd For- 
B eign Missionary Society-—conclu- 
ody wai ded from the last Number. . 
iterior.— . 
wars av Extracts from a letter of the Rev. 
urpose 0 C. Hanckel, Charleston, S. C. 
are Con April 19, 1822. 
coast, ane J 
village i “In the state of Alabama, there 


he night: aremany Episcopalians, who have 
will bea Mfemigrated there from the southern 
ven away states. I believe there is no Epis- 
the coast @copal clergyman amongst them, and 
v1 the inte Lam satisfied that no section of the 
ill be pro ff United States presents a more inter- 
ipa gesting scene for missionary labours, 
both as itregards their prospect of 
success, and the necessities of the 
people. 
Christiane “The Rev. Mr. Fowler has _late- 
ly been employed by the Young 
Men’s Missionary Society of this ci 
ty, aS a missionary to St. Augustine.’ 
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no maras 


the colon 
ble to sup 
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arroundingeztracts from a Letter of Rev. G. 
DA sate | m 72 haf » . 
brought t T. Chapman, Lexington, (Ky.) 


g to hinte May, 4, 1822. 
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“The first and most important 
noccupied station is Louisville in 
e state of Kentucky and on the 
anks of the Ohie. In this town 
ndin the immediate vicinity, the 
umber of Episcopal families is 
robably larger than in any other 
art of the western country, and I 
m personally apprized that a cler- 
ynan of our Church would be re- 
ved with open arms. The Epis- 
palians constitute the wealthiest 
d most* respectable part of ,the 
mmunity, and I .-have not the 
allest doubt that a missionary of 
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ther aid from the society after the 
first outfit. 

“ St. Louis is the second place ‘to 
which I would call their attention, 
and beg leave to state that the Rev. 
Mr. Wood assures me that there is 
no doubt of its ability and incl ina- 
tion to support a clergyman of out 
communion. , * - ° ’ 
The number of Episcopal families 
is much less at St. Louis than at 
Louisville ; but still they are also 
wealthy and highly respectable. 

“Nashville, in Tennessee, is the 
third place to which I refer. The 
state is at present entirely destitute 
of the ministry of the Church, and 
as this is the principal town, having 
several Episcopalian families of 
great respectability, the society will 
readily perceive the propriety of lo- 
cating a missionary there.” 


Extracts from a Letter of the Rev. 
S. Johnston, Cincinnati, ( Ohio, ) 
May 6, 1822. 


“‘ In the diocese of Ohio, we count 
something like forty parishes. Sev- 
en only are supplied with clergymen. 
In the northern part of the state, a 
missionary might be exceedingly 
useful. 

“ A part of the state in which ] 
live, called the Miami country, con- 
taining the following towns, viz.— 
Dayton, Hamilton, Wilmington, 
Lebanon, Zion, Montgomery, has 
not one Episcopal clergyman; and 
they muster about fifty Episcopal 
families. They could afford about 
two hundred dollars among them- 
selves, in part payment of the servi- 
ces of a zealous missionary. There 
is no quarter of the state, where, 
with the Divine blessing, one could 
be more useful, or where his labours 
would be more justly valued. It is 
greatly to be wished that they may 
be soon supplied, as no little exertion 
is making to draw them off from 
our communion. 
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“In Kentucky, Cynthianais va- 
cant, and could support a clergyman 
without any assistance. Frankfort 
and Versailles could epee do the 
same. 

“Indiana contains a nnmber of 
Episcopal families. In the towns of 
Corydon, Lawrenceburgh, Vincen- 
nes, &c. &c.a missionary might be 
exceedingly useful. Now is the fa- 
vourable time. ; 

*‘ Ijlinois contains a number of the 
friends of our Church.” 

The Rev. Mr. Johnston confirms 
the statement of the other letters, 
with respect to the several important 
missionary localities mentioned there- 
in. 

The letters, from which the fore- 
going extracts have been made, to- 
gether with several others, relating 
to the same subject, were reierred by 
the Board of Directors at its late an- 
nual meeting to a committee, “ to 
take the same into consideration, and 
make report thereon ;” who accord- 
ingly reported as follows :— 

‘The committee is of opinion, 
that the state of Ohio deserves the 
immediate attention of the Board. 
They notice with great interest the 
fact, that in this state, in which a 
few years ago no Episcopalian con- 
gregations existed, there now is re- 
ported to be forty. The call for 
the aid of this Board consists in this, 


that’ but seven of these congrega- 


tions are supplied ; and the diocese 
ardently looks to us for aid, with as- 
surances that the aid will be most 
gratefully received, and that it will 
prove most beneficial in its effect. 
They therefore offer the following 
resolution— 

“* Resolved, That the Executive 
Committee be authorized to apply a 
portion of the appropriation at their 
disposal to this object. 

“The committee is of opinion, 
that there isa strong and prevailing 





Missionary Society. (Dec. 9 igo 
concern throughout large sections of ortis 
_ our Church in favour of a mission to Ms ‘ 


Africa. They are of opinion, that — 
if an appointment. should be. made J 4 
for this object, with a small dppro- | 


priation of money, funds could be © ed, re 
collected in aid of the appropriation, © oer 
that would in a short time warrant © on 
the departure of the missionaries, | ienines 
‘“‘ They therefore recommend the | ra the 
following: resolution— ao ie 
“ Resolved, «That Ephraim Ba. 7 a 
con and wife, be and hereby are ap. 7 vd ond 
pointed as Catechists and Teachers, | "og 
toserve upon the western coast of | 4 . 
Africa. And that the Executive ° oR. 
Committee be authorized to apply! ‘ m 
¥ recom 
a portion of the appropriation at/ stituti 
their disposal to this object. | — 
“ ‘The committee has received in-) 
f , § Plan of 
ormation that there is a gentleman 
preparing apd qualifying  himsel 
with a view to service as a missiona- l. Th 


ry on the north-west coast of this the F 
continent. The committee recom- pis 
mends that the object be kept in 


a 


view : that the individual be request- Domestic 
ed to furnish to the Executive Com- wa 0 
mittee, the information of »which he hurcly ir 
may be possessed. licer $ sha 
‘“‘ The committee recommends that &-Presi 
the Right Rey. Bishop Chase be re laries, anc 
quested to furnish additional infor a board o! 
mation in relation to the Wyando 2. Eve 
Indian, who is in a course of educa of one dol 
bea memt 















tion in his family ; and to furnish in 
formation, generally, in relation to 
the Indians within the state of Ohio 

* Resolved, That such sums 
the Executive Committee may thin 
proper be applied to aid the sendin 
forth the Wyandot above mentione: 
as a catechist and schoolmaster, & 


dollars, or 
constitute | 
shall be the 
ber to desi 
scribing to. 
hestic or fc 
y to be ap, 


under the directions of the Right Rev 3. The | 
Bishop Chase. neet as ofte 
* Whereas information has bee re of the; 
received that the state of Delaware } a have’ p 
is greatly in want of the aid of this rd Age 
society — Oo 
“ Resolved, That the Executivé ney adopt n 
Committee is authorized to apply I: Constitut, 
or to the « 

unt Episcop 
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portion of money at their disposal to 
that state.” 


A- committee previously appoint- 
ed, reported to the Board of Direct- 
ors at its annual meeting, ,Plans, for 
an auxiliary society—for promoting 
amissionary spirit, and for an aug- 
mentation of the funds—and rules 


j for the regulation of a missionary as- 
4 sociation; all which were referred 


by the Board to a committee for fur- 
ther consideration, who made there- 
on the ‘following report, which was 
adopted. 

“ Resolved, That the following be 
recommended as the plan of the con- 
stitution for auxiliary societies. 


Plan of a Constitutian for an Auzx- 
tliary Society. 


1. This institution shall be. called 
the Episcopal Missionary Society 
of , auxiliary to the 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States. Its of- 
fcers shall consist of a president, 
vice-presidents, a.secratary or secre- 
aries, and a treasurer, together with 
aboard of twelve’ managers. 

2.. Every person paying the sum 
of one dollar or more apnually, shall 
bea member of this society—or ten 
dollars, or more at one time, shall 
constitute him a member for life. It 
shall be the privilege of any subscri- 
ber to designate at the time of sub- 
scribing to which of the objects, do- 
mestic or foreign, he wishes his mon- 
ty to be applied. : 

8. The board of managers shall 
ineet as often as they find the busi- 
iess of the society requires. They 
shall have power to form their own 
by-laws, and generally to conduct 
he affairs of the society, provided 
they adopt no regulations contrary to 
the constitution of the parent socie- 
'y, or to the discipline ef the Protes- 





g°nt Episcopal Church in the United 





‘tates, 
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4. Itshall be the duty of the board 


of managers of this society, to trans-” 


mit a full report of their proceedings 
to the corresponding secretary of the 
board of directors of the general so- 
ciety, at least one month. before each 
annual meeting of the said board. 


Rules for the Regulation of a Mis- 
stonary Association 


1. The Association shall be called 
the Missionary Association of . 
intended to aid the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States (or the auxiliary Mis- 
sionary Society of ? 

2. The managers of this associa- 
tion shall be selected from among 
the members of the congregation (or 
congregations) of ,in the city 
(or parish, or parishes,) of . 
whose duty it shall be,as soon after 
their appointment as may be conven- 
ient, to meet together and elect their 
officers. 

3. The managers shall meet as of- 
ten as they find the business. of the 
society requires: they shall have 
power to make their own by-laws, 
and generally to conduct the affairs 
of this association, provided they 
adopt no regulations contrary to the 
constitution of the parent society or 
to the discipline of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United 
States. 

4. It shall be the duty of the board 
of managers of this association, to 
transmit a full réport of their pro- 
ceedings to the directors of the Do- 
mestic and Foreign. Missionary So- 

ciety of the Protestant. Episcopal 
Church in the United States. (or to 
the auxiliary society with which they 
are associated) at least once in every 
year. 

After a series of Resolutions rela- 
tive to the appointment of Agents, 
diffusion of intelligence, &c. the 
Committee close their extracts with 
the following remarks :-— 
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“ Tt is manifest that, without pow- 
erful auxiliary aids, the missionary 
board will not be able to act with 
efficiency. Among these aids, the 
furmation of subordinate societies is 
certainly prominent. Scattered 
throughout the union, they must 
prove the most sure means of col- 
lecting contributions. However im- 
portant agents may be in arousing 
and directing public attention, the 
difficulty of their penetrating all parts 
of the country, and the impractica- 
bility of keepig them constantly 
employed, forbid much reliance up- 
onthem. The friends of our holy 
cause must unite in their respective 
neighbourhoods, and call upon all 
who are disposed to speed the battle 
of the Lord ; and they must con- 
tinue to do this—they must year by 
year receive information and circu- 
late it, and collect for us funds and 
send them, or we shall not be able te 
prosper. The parent society is a 
deep and broad channel, but unless it 
be supplied by rich and generous 
streams, it can only mock the hopes 
of an expecting Church. 

The flocks scattered through the 
wilderness with none to defend or 
guide them, the desolations of many 
of our temples that are mingling 
their ashes with the dust of those 
who erected them, call loudly upon 
us for exertion. ‘The accents of en- 
treaty are multiplying. ‘ Come over 
and help us,’ is borne to our ear 
from the north, from the south, from 
the east, and from the west,—and 
can we*be unmindful of the necessi- 
ties of those for whom the Redcem- 
er shed his blood ? 

As yet we have done nothing wor- 
thy our ability. We have the 
talents. Power to relieve all the 
waste places of our suffering ‘Zion 
abounds among us,—and can we for- 
get the account we are to render 

The Church of England is setting 
us an example. ‘Throughout the 
habitable globe is she distributing the 
bread of life. Like that angel spo- 


Missionary Society. [Dec. 


ken of in the Apocalypse, she jg 
bearing the everlasting gospel tu eve. 
ry nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people. Shall we not emulate 
her glorious career ° 

In this western world, we have 
resting, upon us a peculiar duty. The 
descendants of those whose soil we 
now occupy, are around our borders, 
destitute of the light of life ; an im. 
mense multitude between us and the 
Pacific, are shrouded in heathenish 
darkness : upon them we are bound 
to reflect the beams of the sun of 
righteousness. 

The Board, as will be perceived 
has given the aborigines some atten. 
tion, and, in the vote of aid to the 
Wyandot youth, has declared, that 
at least a few crumbs shall be spare: 


from the children. But the Wyan§ 


dots are within our own boundary; 

they, therefore, are entitled to sij 
down at the fable ; and, indeed, s 
aré the natives of the North-wes 
Coast, toward whom strong circum: 
stances have caused us to look ; Af 
rica then—groaning, bleeding Afr 
ca—comes forward with undisputed 
claim, and to her we have voted tf 

crumbs. * 

The Executivé~ Committee, | 
conformity to the resolution of th 
Board, has determined to establish 
mission-school on the coast of Af 
ca,and Mr. and Mrs. Bacon are ¢ 
pected to leave this country in 1 
month of September. Mr. Bac 
has been empowered to go forth at 
collect the goods and money nec 
sary to complete an outfit. T: 
Church Missionary Society has p 
ced in our hands a sum, which is 4 
garded asa trust for the benefit 
the heathen. At least the inter 
of this sum it is right to expend i 
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falling east and west of the Missis- 
sippi, are calculated, by their aggre- 
gate, to form a noble fertilizing river. 
Among these are associations in small 
circles, embracing the poor, embra- 
cing children,—and do we make the 
appeal in vain’—putting in active 
operation the energies of the female 
sex. No, the appeal is not in vain : 
You who behold your sons as plants 
grown up in their youth, your daugh- 
ters as corner stones polished after 
the similitude of a palace, you will 
pity the mother whose harp has been 
long hung upon the willows, silent, 
save when, in mournful accents, has 
floated o’er its strings, ‘ My soul 
hath a desire and a longing to enter 
into the courts of the Lord ; my 
heart and my flesh crieth out for 
the living God.’—To you would we 
say, there is still one more means by 
which our efforts may be aided, and 
that is, making your clergymen pat- 
rons or life members of the society. 

May the God of peace that 
brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, make us per- 
fect in every good work to do his 
wll, working in us that which is weil 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be: glory for ever 
and cver. Amen. 

B. ALLEN, 2 

J."Montcomery, § 
Philadelphia, June 1822, 


Committee. 


_—~_—— 


distract of the proceedings of the 39th 
annual Convention of the Diocess of 
New Jersey, held at Shrewsbury on 
the 2ist and 22d of August, 1822. 


This Convention was attended by the 
greater part of the clergy of the Dio- 
cess, and representatives from several 
parishes. The Rev. J. Croes, Jun. 
was elected Secretary. In the Canon- 


ical address, the Bishop states that sev- 
eral new Churches were building; oth- 
ers which had suffered from the depre- 
dations of time, had been repaired ; 
ind the congregations, generally, were 
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improving in sirength and respectabili- 
ty. ‘This encouraging condition of the 
Church in New Jersey is owing, under 
God, to the zealous exertions of the Rt. 
Rev. Dr. Croes, and the faithfulness o| 
his clergy, assisted by the influence o* 
several pious and respectable laymen. 
The yacant Churches have, in many in- 
stances, been roused from their slum- 
bering condition, by Missionary labours, 
in patronizing which, this Diocess has 
shown a laudable zeal. , 

‘* The state of things, under the di- 
vine blessing,” the Bishop remarks, 
** will, I hope continue to improve; and 
that at no very remote period, severa! 
of the yet vacant Churches, will also be 
regularly supplied with ministers.”? 

There was but one candidate admit- 
ted the last year, and only one person 
ordained. 

“The several institutions in the Di 
ocess, connected with the Church, con- 
tinue, through the divine blessing, to 
prosper. The funds belonging to them 
gradually increase ; and to the applica- 
tion of one of them—the missionary 
fund—is principally to be ascribed, un 
der God, the improved state of some of 
our long vacant, and almost ruined 
Churches, and the establishment of min- 
isters in others. The Sunday Schools 
also are generally flourishing, and con- 
tinue to produce their usual beneficial 
effects, among the children of the poor, 
and upon society in general.” 

On the subject of the General Theo- 
logical Seminary, the Bishop _ re- 
marks ;—‘‘ It is to be hoped, that the 
members of the Church in this Diocess, 
especially those upon whom God has 
bestowed wealth, will not be*ackward 
in contributing to the support of an in- 
stitution, of such immense importance 
to the well-being and respectability of 
their Church, and of the holy religion 
which they profess. The ultimate suc- 
cess of it, indeed, under the blessing ‘of 
the divine head of the Church, will 


greatly depend upon their liberal dona- 


tions, in connection with the donations 
of the wealthy Episcopalians generally 
throughout the United States. Let 
none therefore withhold his proportion 
from an object of such weighty conse- 

uence to the Church, of which he pro- 
esses himself a member ; and in whose 
respectability and usefulness, he cannot 
but feel the deepest interest.” 

The Bishop thus notices the Domes- 
tic and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Church—*‘ Its objects are, to send 
missionaries into the States and Ternto- 
ries, in which our Church is not yet or- 
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ganized ; and collect together the scat- 
tered members of our Communion, who 
have migrated to those remote parts ; 
and are now wandering about as sheep 
without shepherds :—to afford tempora- 
ry ond occasional assistance to those 
Dioceses, which are not able of them- 
selves to support the requisite missiona-. 
ries ;——and, to send missionaries also to 
the heathen of our own country: and, 
when opportunity offers, and its means 
are sufficient, to the heathen on the 
eastern continent, for the punpose of 
endeafourmeg to turn them from dark- 
ess unto light and from the power of 
satan unto God.” 

The Bishop earnestly recommends 
‘hat every ‘‘churcliman whocan con- 

‘niently pay three dollars a year, 
siould become a member of this very 
ngeful society,” and ‘‘ that miSsionary 
associations should be found in every 
congregation, which might receive the 
sinallest sums. 

‘“The liberal support of this truly 
christian institutiop, is a duty, which 
we owe to ourselves, as members of the 
Protestant Episcopal'Church; the rep- 
utation of which, in this period of unu- 
sual exertion in the extension of the 
Gospel, is deeply involved in its suc- 
cess; also as members of*the Christian 
Church, at large, which necessarily im- 
ply, that we use the means and powers, 
with which God has endowed us, in en- 
deavouring to extend the blessed king- 
dom of his Son, and to promote the 
spiritual interests of our fellow crea- 
tures.” 

The number of communicants repor- 

ed from 16 parishes is about 700, and 


the baptisms during the year about 200 
in the same parishes. Collections were 
taken up in nearly alf the Churches for 
the benefit of the Episcopal fund, and 
for missionary purposes. 

The Convention resolved on an ef- 
fort to establish a Scholarship in the 
Theological Seminary, and committees 
were appointed to solicit subscriptions 
for that object. 

The Rey. John Croes, Jun. and Pe 
ter Kean were elected Trustees of the 
Theological Seminary, this Diocese be. 


ing entitled to two Trustees in that in- 


suitution. 

The Rev. Doct. Wharton, Rev. J. 
C. Rudd, Rev. J. Chapman, Rev. J 
Croes ; and R. Boggs, W. P. Deare, 
P. Kean, and J. Van Winkle, Faqrs, 


were elected the Standing Committee; 
and the Rev. Dr. Wharton, Rev. J. C. 


Rudd, Rev. J. Croes, Rev. G. Y. More- 


house; with P. Kean, J. V. Clartk, 
Dr. P. F. Glentworth, and W. T. An- 
derson, Esqrs. were chosen Delegates 


to the General Convention. 

The amount of the Diocesan Mission- 
ary Fund, was $3200—that of the Bish- 
ops Fand, near $2000. 


A 


ORDINATION. 


On Sunday, the 27th of October, the 
Rey. Seth B. Paddock of Norwich, wa 
admitted to Priests’ Orders, in St. Pe- 
ter’s Church, Cheshire. by the Rt. Rer 
Bishop Brownell. 


el 


POETRY. 


DIES I1R&.—Selected. 


Tat day of wrath, that dreadful day, 
When heaven and earth shall pass away. 
What power shall be the sinner’s stay ? 
How shall he meet that dreadful day ? 


When shrivelling like a parched scroll, 
The flaming heavens together roll; 

When louder yet, and yet more dread, 
Swells the high trump that wakes the dead 


O ! on that day, that wrathful day, 
When man to judgment wakes from clay, 
Be Txov the trembling sinner’s stay, 

- Though heav’n and earth shall pass away. 
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PREFACE. 


-»@ me aae 


Wuen the Editors of the Churchman’s Magazine commen- 
ved their labours, they were actuated by the hope of becom- 
ing instrumental in disseminating more universally a knowl- 
edve of the Doctrines, Disc ipline , and Worship of the Epis- 
copal Church, in whose public documents they firmly believe 
is contained the substance of that faith, which was once de- 
livered to the saints, by Jesus Christ ne his Apostles They 
viewed with concern the fact, that while other dn sNomina- 
tions were disseminating their. principles with zeal, Episco- 
palians were sup plied with no Periodical work in support and 
explanation of their tenets. They could not be ignorant of 
the unhappy consequences of suc ha privé ation, and were rea- 
dy toembark in any effort, which promised to defend our 
\postolic institutions from the encroachments of error, and 
build up our members in their most holy faith. With these 
views, they willingly assumed the charge devolved on them 
by the Convention, and consented to devote to the Church- 
man’s Magazine as largea portion of their time, as they felt 
jus stified in abstracting from the immediate calls of their pro- 
fession. Ataconsiderable e xpense of time and labour, and 
iso of pecuniary means, they have conducted the work to 
the close of another year. 

It has been their constant endeavourin the volumes which 

have passed from under their hands, to vindicate pure religion 
gainst the attacks of infidelity, and the misrepresentations 
of ignorance—to impose a check on the prevalence of un- 
sound opinions, disguised under whatever name—to enlighten 
‘hurchmen in the spiritual use of their own formularies of 
levotion—to encourage a spirit of evangelical piety, and to 
levate the tone of christian morality to the Scriptural level. 
lhey pretend not to say how far their endeavours have been 
Browned with success ; but they derive a consolation from 
eflecting, that these meritorious objects have been kept in 
lew, in ‘all they have written and selected. 

As an apology for the many imperfections of their work, 
hey beg leave to remind their readers, that the Churchman’s 
lagazin is conducted by men engaged in the duties of a la- 
orious calling, demanding all their time ; and that their ef- 
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forts have not been materially assisted by the contributions of 
their Brethren in the Ministry, which they both hoped and 
expected to receive. Still, they have not been discouraged, 
The present Volume will be found to contain fewer Extracts, 
and a greater proportion of Original matter, than the prece- 
ding ; and could the Editors be favoured with a more liberal 
assistance from the pens of the Clergy and well-informed La- 
ity, there would be no difficulty in making the work hereaf- 
ter to consist principally, if not entirely, of original pieces. 

It has been less the intention of the Editors to render the 
work attractive by its literary merits, than to make it the vehi- 
cle of solid and improving christian knowledge. Desirous of 
impressing it most deeply on the minds of their readers, that 
the end of the commandment is charity, out of a pure heart, and a 
good conscience, and of faith unfeigned, they have been anx- 
ious to mingle subjects of practical use and importance, with 
those of a more speculative and doctrinal tendency, and to 
introduce the latter no more frequently than seemed to be 
called for by the exigencies of the times. They think they 
cannot too often remind their readers and themselves, that 
their spiritual state is to be estimated, not by their skill in the- 
ological controversy, nor by their zeal in defence of certain 
tenets, however essential ; but by the degree of their love to 
God, and devotion to his service—by the practical holiness 
of their lives—by their active benevolence—by the spiritual- 
ity of their affections—by the unfeigned humility of their 
hearts—by their non-conformity to the world—by dying unto 
sin, and living unto God. Hence,they have been desirous, 
that their work should constantly exhibit the doctrines of the 
ruined state of man by the fall, and his recovery by divine 
grace—of justification by faith, and sanctification by the influ- 
ences of the Holy Ghost—of holiness as the necessary fruit of 
a justifying faith, and of the obligation of every one to live no 
longer to himself, but to Him who died for him. 

The increased patronage their work has met with during 
the past year, encourages the Editors to proceed with their 
undertaking ; nor will they voluntarily withdraw from it, while 
their humble labours are encouraged and approved. To they 
friends of the Church, they look for aid in supporting and dis- 
seminating it, and to God, for his blessing tocrown with suc- 
cess their feeble endeavours to set forth his glory. 
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Wuen the Editors of the Churchman’s Magazine commen- 
ced their labours, they were actuated by the hope of becom- 
ing instrumental in disseminating more universally a knowl- 
edge of the Doctrines, Discipline, and Worship of the Epis- 
copal Church, in whose public documents they firmly believe 
is contained the substance of that faith, which was once de- 
livered to the saints, by Jesus Christ and his Apostles. They 
viewed with concern the fact, that while other denomina- 
tions were disseminating their principles with zeal, Episco- 
palians were supplied with no Periodical work in support and 
explanation of their tenets. ‘They could not be ignorant of 
the unhappy consequences of such a privation, and were rea- 
dy to embark in any effort, which promised to defend our 
Apostolic institutions from the encroachments of error, and 
build up our members in their most holy faith. With these 
views, they willingly assumed the charge devolved on them 
by the Convention, and consented to devote to the Church- 
man’s Magazine as large a portion of their time, as they felt 
justified in abstracting from the immediate calls of their pro- 
fession. Ataconsiderable expense of time and labour, and 
also of pecuniary means, they have conducted the work to 
the close of another year. 

It has been their constant endeavour in the volumes which 
have passed from under their hands, to vindicate pure religion 
against the attacks of infidelity, and the misrepresentations 
of ignorance—to impose a check on the prevalence of un- 
sound opinions, disguised under whatever name—to enlighten 


Churchmen in the spiritual use of their own formularies of 
devotion—to encourage a spirit of evangelical piety, and to 
elevate the tone of christian morality to the Scriptural level. 
They pretend not to say how far their endeavours have been 
crowned with success ; but they derive a consolation from 
reflecting, that these meritorious objects have been kept in 
view, in all they have written and selected. 

As an apology forthe many imperfections of their work, 
they beg leave to remind their readers, that the Churchman’s 
Magazine is conducted by men engaged in the duties of a la- 
borious calling, demanding all their time ; and that their ef- 
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forts have not becn materially assisted by the contributions of 
their Brethren in the Ministry, which they both hoped and 
expected to receive. Still, they have not been discouraged. 
The present Volume will be found to contain fewer Extracts, 
and a greater proportion of Original matter, than the prece- 
ding ; and could the Editors be Excured with a more liberal 
assistance from the pens of the Clergy and well-informed La- 
ity, there would be no difficulty in making the work hereaf- 
ter to consist principally, if not entirely, of original pieces. 

It has been less the intention of the Editors to render the 
work attractive by its literary merits, than to make it the vehi- 
cle of solid and improving christian knowledge. Desirous of 
impressing it most deeply on the minds of their readers, that 
the end of the commandment is charity, out of a pure heart, and a 
good conscience, and of faith unfeigned, they have been anx- 
ious to ming‘e subjects of practical use and importance, with 
those of a more speculative and doctrinal tendency, and to 
introduce the latter no more frequently than seemed to be 
called for by tae exigencies of the times. They think they 
cannot too often remind their readers and themselves, that 
their spiritual state is to be estimated, not by their skill in the- 
ological controversy, norby their zeal in defence of certain 
tenets, however essential ; but by the degree of their love to 
God, and devotion to his service—by the practical holiness 
of their lives—by their active benevolence—by the spiritual- 
ity of their affections—by the unfeigned humility of their 
hearts—by their non-conformity to the world—by dying unto 
sin, and living untoGod. Hence,they have been desirous, 
that their work should constantly exhibit the doctrines of the 
ruined state of man by the fall, and his recovery by divine 
grace—of justification by faith, and sanctification by the influ- 
ences of the Holy Ghost—of holiness as the necessary fruit of 
a justifying faith, and of the obligation of every one to live no 
longer to himself, but to Him who died for him. 

he increased patronage their work has met with during 

the past year, encourages the Editors to proceed with their 
undertaking ; nor will they voluntarily withdraw from it, while 
their humble labours are encouraged and approved. To the 
friends of the Church, they look for aid in supporting and dis- 
seminating it, and to God, for his blessing tocrown with suc- 
cess their feeble endeavours to set forth his glory. 








